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Sir: 



In response to the March 18, 2008 Notification of 
Non-Compliant Appeal Brief, appellants are submitting this 
Amended Appeal Brief pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 41.37(d). 
Pursuant to MPEP § 1205.03, this Amended Appeal Brief is a 
complete new brief including the required corrections. 

Appellants believe that no fee is required in 
connection with this Amended Appeal Brief. However, the 
Director is hereby authorized to charge any fees that may 
be due, or credit any overpayment of the same, to Deposit 
Account No. 06-1075 (Order No. 003043-0035). 

In view of the arguments and authorities set 
forth below, the Board should find the rejection of claims 



1, 5, 11, 15, 19, and 25 to be in error, and the Board 
should reverse the rejection. 

This Brief has the following appendices: 



Claims Appendix 

Appendix A: Copy of the claims involved in 

this appeal; 
Evidence Appendices 

Appendix B: Copy of the final Office Action 

dated May March 5, 2 0 07; 
Appendix C: Copy Stronach U.S. Patent 

No. 6,722,980 (hereinafter 

"Stronach") ; and 
Appendix D: Copy of Acres et al . U.S. Patent 

No. 6,364,768 (hereinafter 

"Acres") . 

Related Proceedings Appendix 
None . 

(i) Real Party in Interest 

Appellants respectfully advise the Board that the 
real party in interest in the above-identified patent 
application is ODS Properties, Inc., a corporation 
organized and existing under the laws of the State of 
Delaware, and having an office and place of business at 
6701 Center Drive West, Los Angeles, CA 90045, which is 
the assignee of this application. 

(ii) Related Appeals and Interferences 

Appellants respectfully advise the Board that 
there are no other appeals or interferences known to 
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appellants, their legal representative, or their assignee 
that will directly affect or be directly affected by or 
have a bearing on the Board's decision in the pending 
appeal . 

(iii) Status of Claims 

Claims 1, 5, 11, 15, 19, and 25 are finally 
rejected in this application and are on appeal. 
Claims 2-4, 6-10, 12-14, 16-18, 20-24, and 26 28 are 
withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a non- 
elected species. 

(iv) Status of Amendments 

There have been no amendments filed subsequent to 
the March 5, 2007 final Office Action. 

(v) Summary of Claimed Subject Matter 

Appellants' independent claim 1 is directed 
toward a method for recognizing a wagerer of an interactive 
wagering application implemented at least partially on user 
equipment (see, e.g., appellants' specification, FIG. 1 ; 
page 1, lines 9-13; and page 4, line 16 through page 5, 
line 2) . Racing data is received at the user equipment 
from a racing data provider, wherein at least a portion of 
the data originates from at least one race track where 
races corresponding to the received racing data are being 
run (see, e.g., appellants' specification, FIG. 1; and page 
8, line 23 through page 9, lines 8) . A wagerer is allowed 
to place a parimutuel wager on one of the races at the user 
equipment (see, e.g., appellants' specification, page 5, 
lines 3-7) . It is determined if the wagerer is to be 
recognized based on one criterion of a plurality of 
criteria, wherein each criterion of the plurality of 
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criteria is associated with a different incentive (see, 
e.g., appellants' specification, FIG. 2, step 206; FIG. 3; 
page 9, line 25 through page 10, line 8; and page 11, 
line 19 through page 13, line 19) . When the wagerer is 
determined to be recognized based on the one criterion, the 
incentive associated with the one criterion is provided to 
the wager (see, e.g., appellants' specification, FIG. 2, 
step 210; FIG. 3; and page 10, line 27 through page 13, 
line 19) . 

Appellants' independent claim 15 is directed 
toward a system that recognizes a wager (see, e.g., 
appellants' specification, page 1, lines 9-13). User 
equipment is configured to receive racing data from a 
racing data provider, wherein at least a portion of the 
data originates from at least one race track where races 
corresponding to the received racing data are being run 
(see, e.g., appellants' specification, FIG. 1; and page 8, 
line 23 through page 9, lines 8) . The user equipment is 
also configured to allow a wagerer to place a parimutuel 
wager on one of the races (see, e.g., appellants' 
specification, page 5, lines 3-7) . A wagering control 
system is configured to determine if the wagerer is to be 
recognized based on one criterion of a plurality of 
criteria, wherein each criterion of the plurality of 
criteria is associated with a different incentive (see, 
e.g., appellants' specification, FIG. 1, elements 112, 114, 
116, and 118; FIG. 2, step 206; FIG. 3; page 9, line 25 
through page 10, line 8; and page 11, line 19 through page 
13, line 19) . The wagering control system is also 
configured to provide the incentive associated with the one 
criterion to the wagerer, when the wagerer is determined to 
be recognized based on the one criterion (see, e.g., 
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appellants' specification, FIG. 2, step 210; FIG. 3; and 
page 10, line 27 through page 13, line 19) . 



(vi) Ground of Rejection to be Reviewed on Appeal 

The ground of rejection to be reviewed on this 
appeal is the final rejection of claims 1, 11, 15, and 25 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by Stronach 
and claims 5 and 19 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
obvious over Stronach in view of Acres. 

(vii) Argument 

A. Rejection of Claims 1, 11, 15, and 25 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over Stronach 

The initial burden of establishing a prima facie 
basis to deny patentability to a claimed invention is 
always upon the Examiner. In re Oetiker , 977 F.2d 1443, 24 
USPQ2d 1443 (Fed. Cir. 1992) . For a proper rejection under 
35 U.S.C. § 102, each and every element as set forth in the 
claim must be found in a single prior art reference. 
Verdegaal Bros, v. Union Oil Co. of California , 814 F.2d 
628, 2 USPQ2d 1051 (Fed. Cir. 1987) . A claim is 
anticipated only if each and every element as set forth in 
the claim is found, either expressly or inherently 
described, in a single prior art reference. MPEP 2131. 

The Examiner contends in the March 5, 2007 final 
Office Action (hereinafter "Office Action") that Stronach 
shows all of the elements of appellants' independent 
claims 1 and 15. In particular, the Examiner contends that 
Stronach shows "determining if the wagerer is to be 
recognized based on one criterion of a plurality of 
criteria, wherein each criterion of the plurality of 
criteria is associated with a different incentive, " and 
"when the wagerer is determined to be recognized based on 
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the one criterion, providing the incentive associated with 
the one criterion to the wagerer, " as specified by 
appellants' independent claims 1 and 15. 

In support for this contention, the Examiner 
asserts that these features of appellants' claims are 
"inherent [in] the prize selection algorithm of Stronach 
wherein the prize is selected according to every certain 
amount of wager submissions." Office Action, page 3, 
lines 8-10. The alleged support for this assertions is 
provided at column 10, line 66 through column 11, line 14, 
which states: 

The wagering processor may also be configured to 
provide a prize to a user upon the submission of a 
wager. For example, the submission of a wager may 
trigger, according to a prize selection algorithm, 
the provision of a prize to the user, for example, 
in the form of a credit of the user's account or a 
credit or other type of prize on a ticket provided 
from the ticket dispensing device. In an embodiment, 
the prize selection algorithm may simply be a random 
seed or else the prize selection algorithm may 
determine to provide a prize after every certain 
amount of wager submissions through the wagering 
terminal. In another embodiment, where the prize 
selection algorithm is implemented across the 
wagering system, the prize selection may determine 
to provide a prize to a particular wagering terminal 
after every certain amount of wager submissions 
through wagering terminals throughout the wagering 
system. 

As previously set forth in Appellants' Reply to 
Office Action, filed on August 7, 2006, this passage of 
Stronach refers to a "prize selection algorithm" The prize 
selection algorithm may trigger the provision of a prize to 
a user either randomly or based on the cumulative amount of 
wager submissions received from one or many wagering 
terminals. The prizes may include, for example, a credit 
to the users wagering account or other types of prizes. 
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However, Stronach does not show that there is any 
association between the reasons that a prize is provided 
(i.e., the criterion) and the types of prizes that are 
provided (i.e., the incentive). Therefore, Appellants' 
argued that Stronach does not expressly or inherently show 
all of the feature of appellants' independent claims 1 
and 15. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner responded to 

appellants' argument by maintaining that the prize 

selection algorithm of Stronach inherently shows all of the 

elements of appellants' amended claims. The Examiner 

asserts that the prize selection algorithm of Stronach 

inherently provides prizes based on wager amounts using pay 

tables. In particular, the Examiner states: 

This [prize selection] algorithm [of Stronach] as 
was noted in the previous action is used to 
determine a prize according to the particular 
amount of a wager submission. These can be random 
or associated with a pay table. A pay table is 
well known in the art to correlate combinations of 
outcomes and wagers. A player is recognized on the 
criterion of a wagered amount and provided an 
incentive based on the credits awarded or other 
prizes. While Stronach does not specifically 
indicate a pay table is associating outcomes and 
wagers, it is inherent based on the definition of a 
pay table. That is to say a correlation between 
wager and incentive is necessarily present in the 
concept of a pay table. Thus, it is deemed to be 
inherent that a pay table correlates a wager with 
an incentive. 

Office Action, page 5, lines 1-12. 

In this passage, the Examiner mischaracterizes 

Stronach by asserting that Stronach inherently shows that 

prize amounts for the prize selection algorithm are 

determined based on wager amount. In particular, the 

Examiner states that the prize selection algorithm 

determines a prize "according to an amount of a wager 
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submission." In fact, the relevant portion of Stronach 
states, "the prize selection algorithm may simply be a 
random seed or else the prize selection algorithm may 
determine to provide a prize after every certain amount of 
wager submissions through the wagering terminal." 
Stronach, column 11, lines 5-9 (emphasis added) . Thus, 
there is no support for the Examiner's assertion that the 
prize selection algorithm of Stronach is based on wager 
amounts. Rather, as described above, this portion of 
Stronach merely refers triggers for providing prizes and 
does not refer to determining prize amounts or types. 

The Examiner also asserts in the above passage 
that Stronach inherently shows using pay tables to 
determine prize amounts for the prize selection algorithm. 
Pay tables (e.g., FIG. 8 of Stronach) provide actual or 
potential payout information for a given wager. Namely, if 
a particular wager is successful, the wagerer will be paid 
the amount listed in the table associated with that wager. 
The Examiner contends that Stronach inherently discloses 
using payout tables in the same manner for the prize 
selection algorithm. In support of this contention, the 
Examiner cites a portion of Stronach that states "payout 
tables may be provided for wager types other than the win 
wager type, " implying that the prize selection algorithm is 
another wager type. Stronach, column 17, lines 3-4. 
However, it is clear from the background portion of 
Stronach that various wager types are used in parimutuel 
wagering (e.g., win, place, show, exacta, triacta, etc.). 
See Stronach, column 1, lines 43-44. Thus, when Stronach 
refers to payout tables for wager types other than the win 
wager type, Stronach is referring to payout tables for the 
place wager type, the show wager type, the exacta wager 
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type, the triacta wager type, etc. In sharp contrast to 
the various wager types that rely on payout tables, 
Stronach describes a flexible approach for distributing 
prizes in a random or semi-random fashion -- namely, the 
prize selection algorithm. Therefore there is no basis for 
the Examiner's assertion that pay tables are either 
expressly or inherently used in connection with the prize 
selection algorithm of Stronach. 

Furthermore, according to MPEP 2112 (IV), "[i]n 
relying upon the theory of inherency, the examiner must 
provide a basis in fact and/or technical reasoning to 
reasonably support the determination that the allegedly 
inherent characteristic necessarily flows from the 
teachings of the applied prior art." (emphasis in 
original) . A claim limitation is inherent in the prior art 
if it is necessarily present in the prior art, not merely 
probably or possibly present. Akamai Technologies, Inc. v. 
Cable & Wireless Internet Services, Inc. , 344 F.3d 1186, 68 
USPQ2d 1186 (Fed. Cir. 2003) (emphasis added) . Even 
assuming arguendo that it is possible that a payout table 
may be used in connection with the prize selection 
algorithm of Stronach, the Examiner has failed to provide 
any evidence that this algorithm of Stronach necessarily 
includes a payout table. 

Finally, even if the prize selection algorithm of 
Stronach does determine to recognize a wagerer based on a 
wager amount (which appellants maintain Stronach does not 
describe) and further that an amount of the prize is 
selected based on this amount using a payment table (which 
appellants also maintain Stronach does not describe) , this 
is only a one criterion (i.e., wager amount) and one 
incentive (i.e., the prize). Thus even if the Examiner's 
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interpretation of Stronach were correct (which appellants 
maintain it is not) , Stronach still does not show a 
plurality of criteria each associated with a different 
incentive as specified by appellants' claims. 

For at least the above reasons, Stronach does not 
explicitly or implicitly show (a) that each criterion of a 
plurality of criteria is associated with a different 
incentive and (b) when a wagerer is determined to be 
recognized based on a criterion, an incentive is provided 
to the wagerer that is associated with that criterion, as 
specified by appellants' amended independent claims 1 and 
15. 

Accordingly, because Stronach fails to show or 
suggest every limitation of appellants' independent claims 
1 and 15, as is required for a rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 
102(e), their rejection is improper. Reversal of the 
rejection of claims 1 and 15 is therefore respectfully 
requested. Appellants further submits that the Board 
should also reverse the rejection of claims 11 and 25 at 
least because claims 11 and 25 depend from independent 
claims 1 and 15 respectively. See In re Fine , 
5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988) at 1600. 

B. Rejection of Claims 5 and 19 under 35 U.S.C. 

§ 103 (a) over Stronach in view of Acres 

Claims 5 and 19 depend from independent claims 1 

and 15, respectively. Appellants submit that the Board 

should reverse the rejection of claims 5 and 19 at least 

because claims 5 and 19 depend from independent claims 1 

and 15 respectively. See Id. 
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C . Conclusion 

For the reasons set forth above, appellants 
submit that claims 1, 5, 11, 15, 19, and 25 are in 
condition for allowance. The Examiner's rejections of 
these claims should be reversed. 



Respectfully submitted, 



/Michael J. Chasan/ 

Michael J. Chasan 
Registration No. 54,026 
Agent for Appellants 
Ropes & Gray LLP 
Customer No. 75563 
1211 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, NY 10036-8704 
Tel.: (212) 596-9000 
Fax : (212) 596-9090 
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(viii) Claims Appendix 

CLAIMS APPENDIX A 
CLAIMS ON APPEAL 

1. (Previously Presented) A method for 
recognizing a wagerer of an interactive wagering 
application implemented at least partially on user 
equipment, comprising: 

receiving racing data at the user equipment 
from a racing data provider, wherein at least a portion of 
the racing data originates from at least one race track 
where races corresponding to the received racing data are 
being run; 

allowing a wagerer at the user equipment to 
place a parimutuel wager on one of the races; 

determining if the wagerer is to be 
recognized based on one criterion of a plurality of 
criteria, wherein each criterion of the plurality of 
criteria is associated with a different incentive; and 

when the wagerer is determined to be 
recognized based on the one criterion, providing the 
incentive associated with the one criterion to the wagerer. 

2. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein 
determining whether the wagerer is to be recognized based 
on the one criterion comprises determining if the wagerer 
just opened a wagering account. 

3. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein 
determining whether the wagerer is to be recognized based 
on the one criterion comprises determining if the wagerer 
just placed a first wager. 



4. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein 
determining whether the wagerer is to be recognized based 
on the one criterion comprises determining if the wagerer 
just placed a target amount wager. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, 
wherein determining whether the wagerer is to be recognize 
based on the one criterion comprises determining if the 
wagerer is a VIP. 

6. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein 
determining whether the wagerer is to be recognized based 
on the one criterion comprises determining if the wagerer 
subscribed to an event. 

7. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein 
determining whether the wagerer is to be recognized based 
on the one criterion comprises determining if the wagerer 
tuned to an event. 

8. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein 
providing the incentive associated with the one criterion 
to the wagerer comprises greeting the wagerer on 
television . 

9. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein 
providing the incentive associated with the one criterion 
to the wagerer comprises greeting the wagerer on a 
telephone . 



10. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein 
providing the incentive associated with the one criterion 
to the wagerer comprises providing a free wager. 

11. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, 
wherein providing the incentive associated with the one 
criterion to the wagerer comprises providing a discount on 
wagering service. 

12. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein 
providing the incentive associated with the one criterion 
to the wagerer comprises providing free travel to the 
wagerer . 

13. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein 
providing the incentive associated with the one criterion 
to the wagerer comprises providing frequent flier miles to 
the wagerer. 

14. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein 
providing the incentive associated with the one criterion 
to the wagerer comprises providing special treatment to the 
wagerer at a wagering event location. 

15. (Previously Presented) An interactive 
wagering system that recognizes a wagerer, comprising: 

user equipment configured to: 

receive racing data from a racing data 
provider, wherein at least a portion of the racing data 
originates from at least one race track where races 
corresponding to the racing data are being run, and 
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allow a wagerer to place a wager on one 

of the races; and 

a wagering control system configured to: 

determine if the wagerer is to be 
recognized based on one criterion of a plurality of 
criteria, wherein each criterion of the plurality of 
criteria is associated with a different incentive, and 

when the wagerer is determined to be 
recognized based on the one criterion, provide the 
incentive associated with the one criterion to the wagerer. 

16. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 15, wherein 
the wagering control system, in determining whether the 
wagerer is to be recognized based on the one criterion, 
determines if the wagerer just opened a wagering account. 

17. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 15, wherein 
the wagering control system, in determining whether the 
wagerer is to be recognized based on the one criterion, 
determines if the wagerer just placed a first wager. 

18. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 15, wherein 
the wagering control system, in determining whether the 
wagerer is to be recognized based on the one criterion, 
determines if the wagerer just placed a target amount 
wager . 

19. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 
15, wherein the wagering control system, in determining 
whether the wagerer is to be recognized based on the one 
criterion, determines if the wagerer is a VIP. 
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20. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 15, wherein 
the wagering control system, in determining whether the 
wagerer is to be recognized based on the one criterion, 
determines if the wagerer subscribed to an event. 

21. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 15, wherein 
the wagering control system, in determining whether the 
wagerer is to be recognized based on the one criterion, 
determines if the wagerer tuned to an event. 

22. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 15, wherein 
the wagering control system, in providing the incentive to 
the wagerer associated with the one criterion, greets the 
wagerer on television. 

23. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 15, wherein 
the wagering control system, in providing the incentive to 
the wagerer associated with the one criterion, greets the 
wagerer on a telephone. 

24. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 15, wherein 
the wagering control system, in providing the incentive to 
the wagerer associated with the one criterion, provides a 
free wager. 

25. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 
15, wherein the wagering control system, in providing the 
incentive to the wagerer associated with the one criterion, 
provides a discount on wagering service. 

26. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 15, wherein 
the wagering control system, in providing the incentive to 
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the wagerer associated with the one criterion, provides 
free travel to the wagerer. 



27. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 15, wherein 
the wagering control system, in providing the incentive to 
the wagerer associated with the one criterion, provides 
frequent flier miles to the wagerer. 

28. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 15, wherein 
the wagering control system, in providing the incentive to 
the wagerer associated with the one criterion, provides 
special treatment to the wagerer at a wagering event 
location . 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

f»> the Invention was described in (1) an application for patent, pu&tishec* under sect*on 122(b), by 
another «ted in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or {2) 3 patent 
oranted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that m international application ffieti under the treaty defined in secfcon 
351 fa* shall have the affects for purposes of this subsection of an application Wed m the united s>»a*es 
oniyVthe international application designated the United States 3*d was published under Article il(^) 
o! such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 111,15, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Stronach (8,722,080). 

Referring to claims 1 and 15, Stronach teaches a method and system for 
recognizing a wagerer (game player) of an interactive wagering application 
implemented at least partially on user equipment comprising: user equipment (wagering 
terminal 120, Figs.2-4; 3:54-4:57, 13:68-14:19) configured for receiving racing data from 
a racing data provider (110, Fig. I), wherein at least a portion of the racing data 
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originates from at least one race track where races corresponding to the racing data are 
being run (3:30-51; 8:23*50); ailowing a wagerer to place a parimutuel wager on one of 
the races (4:43-57); a wagering control system configured for selecting a wagerer, and 
determining if the wagerer is to be recognized based on one criterion of a plurality of 
criteria, wherein each criterion of the plurality of criteria is associated with a different 
incentive; and when the wagerer is determined to be recognized based on the one 
criterion, providing an incentive to the wagerer (game player) (10:86-1 1:14). Note that, 
the claimed different incentive related to each criterion the are inherent the prize 
selection algorithm of Stronach wherein the prize is selected according to every certain 
amount of wager submissions, and further, payout tables maybe provided for the wager 
type other than the win wager type (11:5-14; 17:1-4). 

Referring to claims 11 and 25, Stronach teaches providing the incentive to the 
wagerer comprises providing a discount on wagering service, i.e., credit is a discount 
(10:66-11:5). 

Claim Rejections - S5 U$C § 10$ 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

'a) A latent ^sy not be obtained though the invention is not identically disdosed or described as set 
fo«h in section 1 02 of this m. if me differences between the subject matter sough* to be patented and 
the oror art are such that the subject matter as a whole wauid have beer* obvwus at the live trie 
invention was made to a oerson having ordinary skiM in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shati not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stronach In view of Acres et a!. (8,384,788). 
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Stronach teaches ail limitations of claims 1,11 ,15, and 25 above, Stronach does 
not explicitly teach the limitation of determining if the to be recognized wagerer is a VIP 
(claims 5 and 19). 

Acres et aL however, teaches a method and system for recognizing a wagerer 
(game player) of an interactive wagering application comprising: determining if the to be 
recognized wagerer is a VIP (8:35-61). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to provide the player tracking system of Acres et al. to the 
interactive racing system and method of Stronach to provide a friendly interactive 
gambling environment to encourage frequent players to come back as wei? as attract 
new players thus increase profit. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 8/7/2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The Applicant has essentially contended several different points. 

1 . The Examiner has not proven Inherency with respect to Stronarch showing 
the applicant's claimed feature of "determining if the wagerer is to be recognized based 
on one criterion of a plurality of criteria and providing the incentive associated with that 
one criterion to the wagerer." 

2. THe Examiner has "mischaracterized the prize selection algorithm of 
Stronarch and that "the Examiner's implicit contention that there are payout tables 
associated with the prize selection algorithm Is similarly without merit". 



Application/Control Number: 09/827,657 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3714 

With respect to stem 1 , Stronarch teaches a prize selection algorithm. This 
algorithm as was noted in the previous action is used to determine a prize according to 
the particular amount of a wager submission. These can be random or associated with 
a pay table. A pay tabie Is well known in the art to correlate combinations of outcomes 
and wagers (See column 1 1 lines 6-14). A player is recognized on the criterion of a 
wagered amount and provided an Incentive based on the credits awarded or other 
prizes (see column 10 line 88 through column 1 1 line 5). While Sironarch does not 
specifically indicate a pay table is associating outcomes and wagers, it is inherent 
based on the definition of a pay table. That is to say a correlation between wager and 
incentive is necessarily present in the concept of a pay table. See Cononenta|,CanCa 
USA v. Monsanto Co. Thus, it Is deemed to be inherent that a pay fable correlates a 
wager with an incentive. Please see also the Included definition of "pay table" from 
DMM?^ The Section is respectfully 

maintained. 

Secondly, the applicant has argued that the payout tables are not associated with 
the prize selection. Specifically the applicant states that "when Stronarch refers to 
payout tables for wager types other than the win wager type, Stronarch is referring to 
payout tables for the place wagsr type, the show wager type, the exacta wager type, the 
triacta wager type, etc." The examiner feels this is without consequence as pay tables 
are a prize selection algorithm especially as described by Stronarch column 16 line 44 
through line 15 line 4. Even if Stronarch intends to reference pay tables for the place 
wager type, the show wager type, the exacta wager type, the iriacta wager type, etc, 
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these are also prize selection algorithms. Therefore, a pay table must be associated 
with a prize selection algorithm because they are indeed the same. 

The applicant states that wager payouts are not prizes and therefore, a pay table 
and a prize selection algorithm can not be the same. However, on page 4 of the 
Remarks, the quoted Stronarch column 10 lines 86 through column 1 1 line 5 for support 
saying "The prizes may include, for example, a credit to the users wagering account or 
other types of prizes". As the Applicant has cited this reference for support, the 
Examiner takes this to mean the Applicant admits that a prize and a payout are the 
same contrary to the assertion that payouts are not prizes on page 5 of the remarks. 

In summary, Stronarch does teach that 1} determining if the wagerer is to be 
recognized based on one criterion of a plurality of criteria and providing the incentive 
associated with that one criterion to the wagerer and 2) that there are payout tables 
associated with the prize selection algorithm. 

Stronarch does teach ever/ limitation of the Applicants independent claims and 
the rejections are respectfully maintained. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth In 37 CFR 1.138(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action, in the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisor/ action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action, in no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Travis R. Bants whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1615. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9-4. 

if attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bob Pezzuto can be reached on (571) 272-8996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 868-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated Information 
system, call 800-788-9199 (3N USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




T8 



"3 



EVIDENCE APPENDIX C 

COPY OF STKQNA CH U.S. PA TENT N O. 6, 722,380 



IIUIIIIIIIII1II 

L2) United Slates Patent m paicat No.; us 6,722,980 B2 

Slronaeh (•«) Date of Patent: *Apr. 20, 2004 



(54) WAGERING SYSTEM 



Andrew M. Sttvnach, 1 4S75 Bayvic 
Avenue, Aurora. Ontario (CA), I-3G 
4G8 



U.S.C. 154(b) by 0 days. 



cteimer 



(58) 
(56) 



Appt. No.: iJ5,"i97,28S 
Filed: Nov. Mi, 2Wi 

lYiw Pubifcsitioa Date 
US 2002/0142816 A3. Get. 3,- 2002 

ReSased U.S. Application Data 

CoatinuadoB of application No. K37CAiQtyQ0443. filed oa 

M»v 1.. 2000. 

Provisional appifcafois No. 6i!/i3!^06, fikct an Apr. 30, 
1999. 

tot. Ci: 9/22 

Ci 463/25; 463/40; 463/42; 

463/28 

■Sfi of Search v.iV~^ 23. 40, 



463/4 



Refestnces Cited 
U.S PATENT DOCUMENTS 



3,714,399 A * 1/1973 Cstalaad 

?4S0,1"34 A ■ 11/W4 Coiasuoiio 

OTHER K1BLICATSONS 



icd under 35 Wagner ci ai„ Human' Fat 



design 



ism ot Fransportation. 8-4i> through 54.* 
tied by examiner 

win /:.w«« t "-*iiS3iscl O'Neill 



Assistant i 
(74) /U;^ 



P. A. 



■—Corbcti B. Cooura 
Agent, or Firm—M-*ik A. Lii 



A wagerirtg system wrapriass a^ race -providing system 

W i t^,<(Unji he r (. (. tn 1 , i0 ? <Ai k"i in 

The at least one wagering terminal mcUs'to a race evens; 
selector to select next race events for wagering, a display to 
present information regarding Ac selected race cveets, a 
user interface to place a wager on an ejected race event of 
the selected race events displayed, and a wagering value 
mechanism to provide a wager amosot for the wager oa the 
elected wee eve tit. Further, at least ca»of the race pro vi ding 

ping information and odds: ioforcnation &om tije race pro- 
viding system to select otic or more race contestants of an 
elected race event for the wager at accordance- with the 
received handicapping Hjforatatxm and odds inform ation. 

45 Claims, 13 Drawing Shei-fci 



RACE 
PROVIDING 
SYSTEM 



WAGERING 
TERMINAL 



WAGERING 
TERMINAL 



WAGERING 
TERMINAL 



1M 



U.S. Patent 



Apr. 20, 20§4 



Sheet i of 13 



US 6,722,980 B2 




U.S. Patent 



Apr, 20, 2004 Sheet 2 of 13 



US 6,722,980 B2 

















tr:. 






QUICK PICK 
RACE 
CONTESTANT 
SELECTOR 




WAGER 
PROCESSO! 




WAGER 
DATABAS 




U.S. Patent Apr. 20, 2004 Sheet 3 of 13 



m 6,722,980 B2 



\ 



uj S3 o , 



88 



uj "-4 



3\ 



v . O ^ ££ 
o § g £ 




WAGERING 
PROCESSOR 




z: 

m 


cor- 









< a: [ 




U.S. Patent Apr. 20, 2m Sheet 4 of 13 



US 6,722,980 B2 




FIG. 4 



U.S. Patent Apr. 20, 2U04 Sheet 5 of 13 US 6*722,980 B2 




11,8. Patent 



Apr. 20, 2004 



US 6,722,98« B2 




U.S. Patent Apr, 20, 2004 Sheet 8 of 13 US 6,722,980 B2 




U.S. Paten! Apr, 20, 2004 Sheet 9 of 13 US 6,722,980 B2 




Race event selector identifies a next or future race 
event from the racing information from the race 
prov i d i n g sy ste m 



915 



Wagering processor makes available 
for display the next or other future race event 



920 



Has user activated 
button/icon to scroll 
through race events or 

race event tracks'? 




FIG. 9(a) 



U.S. Patent Apr, 2% 2004 Sheet 10 of 13 



US 6,722,980 B2 




Has bet submission 
been acti vated? 



Allow selection of 
race contestants, 
reset if scroll 
through race e vents 
or race event tracks 
and display selected 
race contestants 




FIG. 9(b) 



U.S. Patent 



Apr, 20, 2004 Sheet II of 13 



US 6,722,980 B2 




Transmit wager to race 
providing system 



965 



Store wager Information in 
race providing system 



Issue a ticket for the wager, 
if applicable 



FIG. 9(c) 



At end of race event, determine winning 
wager and transmit payout amount to 
appropriate wagering terminal 



U.S. Patent Apr. 20,2004 Sheet 12 of .1.3 US 6,722,980 B2 




FIG. 9(d) 



U.S. Patent Apr, 20, 2004 she* 13 of 13 us £722380 m 




US 6,722,980 B2 



WA<iiiRING SYSTEM 

This is a Ccratismation of Intentaaooal Application No. 
K7['.CA-00,«H43 filed M*v .1.. 2000 which tfcsigeated the 

U.S'.. 

Tins application claims the benefit- of KT Application 
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sional Application No, 60/131,806 filed Apr. 30, 19:99. 
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terminal allows she novice to conceal to a vtjy tinned txtei 
his/her lack of familiarity with' betting terminology as 
handicapping, it docs tittse to encourage the novice- to ands 
wagers., 

Therefore, it woitld be advantageoas-.to provide a wage 
iae system and method which, encourages •wagering on ra< 

BRIEF- DI&CRIFFION OF THE DRAWINGS 



Vex pre.-fcm 
present ittventi 



stes ,to gaming, fa particalar, the 
j facihtanag wage-ring on race 



Embodiments o. 
way of example < 



wngvi 



BACKGROUND 



Wagering on race events, such as horse races and dog 
rac.-iK.jypicaliy takes the ibrat of either feed odds wagering 
or the more common ©arinMRucl wagering. Fixed odds 
wagering- is a system by which the return for a particular . 
wager is determined m accordance- with the payout odds ' 
assigned to the associated b-e-s. Fixed odds wagering is 
popular from the perspective of wager recipients (e.g., 
bettii-sg parlors) since it places, .a limn, on Site magnitude of 
tbe-pa-yont in die eveai of a -win. Fixed odds wagering is also 
popular from the .perspective of -wagerors .since it provides, a 
measote"of certainty o» tse possible payout. 

Parimutuel wagering is a system by which a wagering 
pool is established for the receipt of bets, -and the proceeds 
of the. pool are. divided a mongst holders of winning wagers . 
in accordance with the number and types of wits ning wagers 
tad the magnitude of each wager Parirmitue] warring is 
, op< . J i i K pasrei. L>d luw — i w-nls. Hi 1 , 
race track owners^ since the- recipient typically receives a 
fixed peteentage of the pool-prior m the payout to the 
*.t j,, g \\ ^ 1 o -f ^ \.so parra.t.- ns s^i u .s j upn 
t trott 1 3*. - e'i\f o' wagi.ro*- si xe be re ti-1 o*< 
a particular wager is ptoportfonai.-to the size of ihe --wagering 
poo! and, therefore, can exceed .the -fixed odds return of the 
hot. However, panrautnel wagcrtng also suffers from a , 
number of disadvantages. 

E no . i iul ^ v, ng t\i 't.v m~<'\ 
knowledge of hating, terminology (e.g., win, place, show, 
exacts, triacta, etc "wager types). Secondly, parimutuat 
wagering often requires the wagerof so be conversant with , 
betling forms, and to have knowledge of race contestant 

Uet ji „ !>. ^Tipc !'{'*< i tu s - i<sLl 
handicapping requires a consideration of several factors, 
including track conditions, horse- record* and jockey record 
or. m< f l to -^'uei \ ui lai. w<.gu 

1„ 1 \ 1 t P ^ t > > s ^< »iU ■. 1 i " > K 1 

return sinee n^vites may Ik intimidated by -he knowledge 
rcqaksd and either tnate only minimal wagets or no wagers 
at all 

'aerefijre, attempts have been made to improve on the 
conveniionai parirriattiei wagering systems to eneourage 
wagering. For instance, AraTote InteroationaJ, He. raartets 
video terminals which .remove the need for a wageror to 
interact with a hitman wager recsptera. The video terminaf 
Cvitisi^ of s ti!ueh-scnsi:t\e 1'RT display, a catd aader, and 
a centra! processing 'unit in coramamcatiOT with she (31T 
dsspiay, the card reader- and a remote wagering conrputer for 
protL-ssitig desired w.\gs;;s To place a wagi.r, tin. wagewr 
p-tifdiases a wager «ard, iri&eris the wager- card rate the card 
tvdc <ik 1 rv ,mm'' w r.,A f< J- ir,. Ucr-v 
fs), the wager type (e.g . win, place, show, exacts, triads, 

_ ) H, . iS O tK ^tZv! A £ V 



FIG. 1 ts a -setx-matk: view of the - wagering network, 
i according to an embodiment of the present invemi-on: 

HQ. 2 is a schematic diagram of the race providing, 
system, according to -an embodiment oi the .present, 
invention,. shown in FiG. i, 

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of the at leasrone wagenog 
1 terrninaf, iiccording to a-n. embodiment ot the presem 
iuveaiicssi, shown, in FIG: I; 

FIG. 4 is a-persspmtve view of the staad-^p -type at- ic-ast. 
csne .wagering tcnuina^ • according -.to an eajbodirnent of the 
present ifivenijoti. s>h«wij ;. r i FIGS, i and 3; 

FR.S. 5 is a peispecttve view of the tsefetop type at foa»t 
one wagedng-tertmnai, according- to another embodiment of 
ttte present fnvf r:tion, shrnvt- it: TIGS i and 3; 

FiG. 6 is an exaaipie sereensta of the jnibtmatjott 
i presented os- a display- of the standap type at least w 
wagering tcrminai, according to .in cmbo'.arrtent of 
present inv-ntiun. shown in F5GS, 1. 3 :md 4; 

FIG. ? is an example screenshot of the inforrnatim. 
preseotcd on a drsph> of the tabklop type at least crv.- 
; wapermg sumiriai, sccovdinc. to 3t: c a t hod indent of the 

' P 1 f, ll >, ^ i." v"S J ^ If 

FIG. $ is a: payout table for a "Witt" wager type- of: an at 
Jeast- one -wageriftg tcnamai, according to an erobodiinent of 
the present invention; 

■ FIGS. 9[tii, 9(b), 97(c) and 9( f f) comprise a Sow chart of 
!•» \ i.t i,? hi. i lev t. ^ ^ < >v^r .t.cnr fc 
to an embotliroeBt of the prt-se-oi invention; and 
RG. 10 is another screen shot of the information pre- 

, ;«nte-d on a display of the taWetop type- of the ai least one 
wagering terminal according to an embodiment of the 
n-..Vr .nv r.t -n Vat se!t<n p:o\i.i<s s c^ - c-.art HS©0 
and wageririg bations ifllO. 

DETAILED DESf.RiKH ON 

\s an embodiment of the iiivenrion, reierritig to .FIG, 1, a 
wageritig network, di.neled genuratiy a.-, i§0, is f-bowu 
comprising m least one wagering wrmitial 1-20 and e r:ivt 
providing system .119 in eommsiaication with toe at feast one 

$ wagering (enrnaat In an emi-fodimesi, fee comtRumcatioas 
conaection or network between the race providing system 
and the at least: one wagering terrain;)! apprises a closed 
con«ecbon or network, however the communications con- 
nection or network may instead comprise an open connec- 

0 lion or network, sach as the internet, if the open connection 
or network has sufOcienl bandwidth for adequately servicing 
the at least one wagering teratutai Moreover, such a eon- 
i w«n or ^woik nav be o is f>r t .ncjjid -i£ ht t 

j The '.race providing system generally manages and pro- 
^evses xtig if tot." <noi, pai v' nh ^^1=1 

inforrrtation. associated with race events itel.d at. various race 
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evem tracks. An example race providing system is Amtote 
International Jac.'s totalisa-tor system which processes rac- 
ing rafonBalkm foam or: related to not only race events at 
which Amtote provides wagering transaction services but 
itJso wee events unassoosated with Amtote. buffer which 
racing information: is- provided through the Amtote. totalisa-. 
■tor system (e;g., racing information from or -related to 
-mukast race tvmM Th. racing nttornat-Qr: maj echsde 
race event information, such as She names and ■start positions 
of the race: contestants (e.g., horses, dogs) running in- each 
race cvtnt for wtiieti she race providing system has. 
inforrosiicro, the distance of each such rase sveat, the race 
event track nan*, of each such race event, the start lime of 
each such race- event, etc, The racing ffif«f»aatk>n may also 
include odd-s i:!.':m.::\-':t for ■-..•eh race contestant. l»..twnc 
pool infoimatsoa on the testing rxwl associated with cadi 
race event, handicapping information, such as fee- weather 
conditions, and she jockey mime-, race contestant age, wis 
record, and ntimfeer of .days since the last race event for. each 
race, contestant, and/or race result information such .-as She 
.-tee testis ,s sU' vd <M eas'j race went 11a n~f b 
information' may be- say. combination ot the race event 
information, .odds inibrraatioft, .betting pool .inforrnalioB, 
handicapping information, race result information ami/or 
other information as- needed tor the effect ive operation of the 
at tern one wagering terminal. Optionally, the racing infor- 
mation may aiso include audio and video data corresponding 
l>s^<. ai < \s t t u <,lo \ukitkr >. pi m^ii _ 
system has information, 

In a typical race providing system, the racing information 
is generated internally within the race providing system 
and/or obtained from associated race event tracks and, if 
j,Y- -•*'•>:• .o{.- r;„ .x;-u !• i d,\ws and <^U,- \ n.\ 
providing systems (not shown in FIG. I). A race providing 
system may also receive facing Information from an infor- 
mation provider, imas-sodaied with a particular race- event- 
trail, «L>-pivuiL autv, .o:,"T .Hu-n f. v mil alien "■ej- 
i v f,' ,»,i.L,j !C",M1 > < j t^Jt s v m U 

i b J i "i pjc'hvE, trie n .r-asi or-s. v ^cmg Se-T-ma! pi 'V:Jes 

* 1 £, is cs t «ss o j<. i, p « 1«s sL , i*.' K r ls 

betting pool iaiormasion. in an fmixaiimeni. She face pro- 
vtdxog system includes infomtanoa related to a climber of 
race events at one or more race- event tracks so as to provide 

U 5,1 J>1 51 SV ^ rp, ^ ,S, tj - fcs s,„ J S^j ^ I 

ing s substantially continuous syece-ssion of face events. As 
will be apparent to those skilled it] the an (by t not. shown in 
FIG,, I), each race event track or other Morcnation- provider 
may instead of or in addition to providing thetr racing, 
information to W through Use intermediate race providing 
system, provide the racing information directly to she at le-aat 
one wagering terminal over a connection or netware, 
However, ut an embodiment; a race -p-rovidiag. system is 

As shown in' FIG. 2,.:sn an erabodfenem, ii« race pro vidirfg 
f.vsKm 110 comprises 3 system op-:£ator interface 20?S. s 
wdger;ng tsrmina! transceiver -10 for co5XirrniE:ie3tins> vm!h 
the at leas.! one wajjering tenniisai 120, a central processing 
m <<, °S > ,a ^ J u ^ *-t , 1 e ^ oper ,s>r 
interface and the wagering terminal transceiver, and memory 
23-8 in coronsumcaaon v?it8 the CPU. 

llae system opera-or interface comprises a data display 
devics 248, typically comprising at least one CRT display, 
Is r ail s»tc a m Ms-u c writ i' to \ kss dJ ne u ^, o Kr 'hir^s, 
She -racing information. The system operator interface also 
i „c_« oa 5' lists 2^0 >s ko o 'si d l 
mouse, for aitowirtg the system operator: to- -enter control, 
oofmriartds through she : system operator interface, Ibe cori- 
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trol o>mmaads include contraands for ttjiifsguriag racing 
information to be transmitted to she at least one-: wagering 
terminal, commands for configuring the wager processing of 
the race providing system, arid where, ap-piicsbk , commands 
for configuring, the wager type of the -at least one wagenrtg 

The. -wagering - terminal tragtweiver for -coraxrtuai«tnr?g 
with She at least one^ wage ring fcrratud is one « ^more 

lii the ar feast- one- Wagering terminal and, where applicable, .to 
send any other information to the- at least one wagering 
teremnai. The wagering terminal, transceiver for communis 
eating with the. at least one wagering tertnjnal is also 
configured So recd^-e svsgeriag inforinaiion frorr; the a- least 

, s one wagering- terminal for provision to the- wage-ring pro- 
cessor. Such mechanisms may be typical cootmiinicatiors 
interfaces, 1» an embodimem, the racing mfornaation is 
manipulated and formatted for sending to the at least, ©ne 
wageriny tenmnai Farther, the- other infrsmtationsertt leuhe 

QCv. cjnttt-tants ti'J wager lipt- partictj'ady the orn. n 
more- race con testa stLs for a. -wafcer type that may yield a 
payosl of sh-e- entire pool, both as described in more detail 
7i; below.- 

> i kkis ud < s^.>-^ J u m. I i s < " 
to deiine a qasck pick race contestants?) selector 260 and a 
waget processor 27'j "fhc sra-snoty alsc- ineHtdes a wager 
database 28® in cot isnnnication with the wager psoct^or. 

„i As will be- apparent to those skilled in fee art, the- mejBory 
maybe con-volatile or volatile (e,g,, RAM) memory or both. 
The wager database indudes one. or mm wagering records 
h s s.n ts h,n< * A le-a* i t ts at S a- - Hf^r-i^ 
terrnmai frort whjch a \Vdt*tr has Ken jiieed and informa- 

i< tion regarding trie- wager transmitted horn .that at i&aftt one 
wagering- terminal 

The wager proccs-sor is configured to receive wager 
infe-smannri from the at least one wagering Serrolf!a , 
(typically via the wagering ten tins! transceiver}, to maintain 

40 she wager-database wish the received wager inforraation.and 
whers'appiicabie, to sign3.l the appsoprkte at. least one 
wagering testnmai to initiate payont of winning wagers to- 
the Vser of the at km one wagering terminal. Where the at 
least one wagering -terminal is used to place parimutaci 

45 wagers, the wager processor is also configured u> include She 
rcoetved -wager information into the appropriate parimtRue-l 
pool and where applicable, obtain information on the size of 
the pariiHutest pool for calculation of the relevant payout, 
Where, tor example, tftf race providrr-c sy^-m is connected- 

fo to one- or more other race, providing systems, tho wager 
piTiccssor transfers the received wager, where applicable, to 

ttls sOf v I li.fi ^T>\ i^l sM* > )> t) tOs Js^S v ' <. 

included in the appropriate parinratuei pool managed by that 
rjse pfs-Sidii'g svstcmt^ ■ nd -ssindatlv «tvie^ .pp3is.ab!c. 

the relevant raw providing systerrtfs) for calculation of the 
relevant -payout,. 

I\„ q'.ck prwl, aev cvits^ sUtu.-r >s assd ts 
generate one or morc.se-ts en quick pick race asntestaii tfs) for 

w each race event. Each set of quick .pick race contestants) 
comprises one or more- race contestants of a race event 
-according to a specific wager type and Is determined by a 
race contestant selection algorithm. The twmber of deter- 
mined race contestants in. a set of quick pick ra«v 

(-.5 cont»5tant(s) printarliy depends on She wager type. A set of 

5„is.- pi^is sfoOtsSt'VI^II^'l V , { sCNStgs! 

type wiil -comprise: one race contestarst. Similarly, a set of 



5 

fitesl3ni(s) for 



i ex acta wager type will 



quick pick rate 
ctHBjsfse two ra 

The race contestant selection algorithm -employs handi- 
capping infort mat ion an&odds iaforaxaiioa i» determine a set 
of race contestants for :a- psrtksstar race event according to a 
specific wages type. In as embodiment' pertaintag'- 10 horse 

1^1 K U ll l it-S C h 1 f vU S 1 1. 

particular race ««& hsridteappiag.-information including 
without bf.ii: afion the ra.x o>aie want's u atner .-un-vlcs race 
eou-testa-ffi's jockey statistics, the track condition of the race 



! the 



r the r 



. FuUtas.r. tin. algorithm analyze:, lot each tau. 
contestant of a particular- race event the odds information, 
for example the difference between she "morning line" adds 
and current odds miorrflaiiofl for the race contestant. The 
quick pick value- of each race -contestant may then ■ simply be 
a weighted value of fee handicapping information and odds 
information associated wish each race contestant. The -quick 
Pick values tor the race contestants of a face event are then 
.iD.iH.-'.d t,-. dot .nr.uie ;s of r::OL coritesfaai., i\ t a f>pe>:ifi; 
wager type for fee particular face ©vest, preferably an 
optimal set :ti" race contestants >o win she specific w.tger type 
for the particular race- event. As will bs apparent to those 
skilled in the an, any number of race contestant selection 
algorithms-are possible employing- handicapping iniiitma- 
t i i i i irn iu f v „o t >,c t -< t av. e v." 

testanis for a speciik wager type for a partieularfaoe event. 

The- quick pick race contestants) selector stay also be 
implemented on the at least one wagering terminal in 
< j r. v ' M r o 1 q „k s ^ v<»M o- 
sekcto pro\ tded at the -ac- providing sy&tem. burihe", the 

u ^ ,i Ji iv u vs is) s eittu l n dv.iv.! iua <K 
U 1 c -c >. < i "f ° vk . vs „ H<) -i i I K 

quick pick race contestants} for s race event upon re-quest 
from or at -the at least .one wagering terminal. 

In a variation, the ■ quick, pick race coiuesmsi(s) selector is 
configured -to determine a. number of sets of .mriek pick race 
contestants) using a number of different race contestant 
selection sigonliims. i or exsaiple, a different rsce contes- 
tant selection algorithm may simply be -a -version of a race 
contestant selection algorithm giving' different, weights to 
handicapping- and odds jnformatioa or may be a race con- 
testant selection algorithm wring diSesent handicapping 
information and/or odds ioforraatKM to select one or more- 
race ccw*siai8<s),.The quick pick rac«-c»ntest*ntt>> selector 
is- configured to use * sSiffiweut race.-con$esiaat stieetioa- 
algorithm whenever a wsciectioa commasrj is received from 
m at least ooe wagerirtg: termmal its order to provide one.-.or 
more cew sets of quick. -pick race: eoT!iesta»i(s) to that 
wagering iermioal. 

Itse- CPll is in comt«uaieatk>n wifit the .syattro operator 
iaterface,-««J wagering terssimaltfssiseeiver artdthe me-nsory, acct» 
'Urn CMJ facilitates "the operation of the .racs; providing S5 
system ii-iciudiog executing processor instractjops defining 

V v.A'v li.i. vv. f \W, V CvM) d5d !, V KV! 

processor. The CTU also facilitates, where applicable, the 
determination of one- or more least cttosea race- contestaais 
for a wage-r type-, partictdatly the one or more facte- contes- 
tants lor "a wager type- that will yield s payout of the- entire 
pool, as described in mot* detail below 

Turning now to FIG. 3, a schematic diagram of an 
embodiment of aa at least one wagering terminal 120 is 
shows coaiprisiag-'a display" 300 for presenting- iaformation: 
)v.vytcwg raf cvcits nutxed f:wn the taci prov.atnp, 
s iem. » v^vf :e (.rta^c .^05 piacuis* \saj,.i& t n kv( 



events-, a card read/write device- 310 .for receiving as .elec- 
tronic or magnetic -stripe card encoded wi th a user** account 
Mormatiofi, i ticket dispensing device 315 for .providing a 
ticket cornprising wager infortttation for an elected race 
event, and a processor 329 far i'&eiliiatmg wagering on tae 
selected nest, arid other .future race events and tor commu- 
nicating with the- display, the ttser interface, the card read/ 
write device and the- ticket dispensing device. 

In. m embodiment, a user opens an account : specifically 
for wagering which is credited aad/ot debited as re-qurre-d 
With snoaetary and/or other credit vahie-S; Such sn account 
may be ses-up, for example, manually with a clerk of the 
establishment controlMng the at least one- wagering terminal 
or i. tOt^si by t^i- t- r diro z x rpn c > t! e 
internet IXptcdh, an ^hvW ic ^a^naic-Ntnpe -ard is 
isKy ed by tbVcsjMslisbmeai to the user through; for example, 
a clerk or automated device, and is encoded with informa- 
nt Ox' J* ' ' t 1 ' v - «.<■« Ijv it J- 
then credit aod-'br debit rnooetary or other credit values 
through, lor example, the-:eterk or- auKsnrated device. 

To place one or mote wagers, -the user would introduce- the 
card to the- card ■readVwrite device, a form of- a wagering 
\ ih.-. nt> chat! > % f t"e o^t Aaa>.fM-;, t'.-r^jua. ^ : 

which the aser would like to place one or mom wagers, 
•Inns, the card read/write device ol the at least one wagering 
ierminal allows the user to supply the monetary or other 
credit value needed to: place a wager. Further* in an 
embodiment, the card read/writis device of the at least one 

-V s t It. I 1 11 V - v I w *\ > ' * 

w-iriniag wager. As will he apparent so those skilled in the art, 
• ecourrts that arc nol vpedikaUy set up for wagering s-jct: ah 
hu'l ave,a.»v or .rest at... iuns he js,d rx5 

similarly, rsthsr -types of e-lectmnic/roagnetic-siripe cards.: 
such as Cf edit cards or debit cards may be users. 
Psjrthet fttrals-'of wagering 'value .mechanisms ata>- be 

Ti \ ' 1(1 ' t s Ml" ' It K t. v. 

k ^d w: v d .v\.- m,' •id:..:.' a c n : v flri recci\ cr ,u,- Ivwn 1 
f-s churns, vv._ t j. \ '- \v.icr apr n. ^ e iii'tv, 
dispensing device (not shown) for dispensing currency .pay- 

n kti'v ''vtic >.i. i.v v-v s i .r .x 

may also he used to credit monetarv or other eredii value to 
a user's account, for example, stored on a card, The currency 

v. V" -' L£ L f ' ^ U '- i> ' K U ' f ' v ' " ' Jl 1 

As will be sppafeia to those skilled in fee art, the at least 
one wagering terminal may have electronic access, another 
tarn of a wagering value- toeobanisBi, to- the taetV account 
such that the -user's aceo-utit balance need not be on an 
eioctrenic/Htagnetic-SLripe or for that matter no card or 
currency device may be required. For example,, the. race 
Pit. \id>.!y sW_m a :\ .'nwsce ati'it-c, - .jccc\> _* 
u. tv. ip.1 J"j'te *-j m > *.re„ I awi wt t K is^rs 
aecosnVto receive- account inforrtjstion req-ues»!s from the -ai 
e wagering teoniaai, verily aeeess. to an -account: by 
a 'user using the at least one -wagering -terminal, etc. 
Alternatively; another system coonected to the at least one' 
wagering terminal may provide -such access to aser accounts 
such -as credit card merchant services. The user accounts 
may be accounts specifically- set up for wsgerissg or may be 
gwersl accounts not necessarily maintained at the: race 
providing system such as credit or baafc accounts.- 'Hie at 
kav .se ^jcerir-i, ti r^ v . ( >u,d , ,.'d r,a,'or\v 

•accoant-(for example; for credit and harsk accounts): or could 
allow the user to provide lhe tsecessary information to access 
iUiu V wvot it tf:rc*j«a lhe »l least »u % V-r"i, tcrt i 
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laiorraaiion regarding, some or all of these checks is com- 
m&mcated to she wagering processor in order So allow she 
wagering processor to submit a wager so the race providing 
systesn. hi aa embodiment, the- account processor is also 
conilsssred to request from the itscr an sppsuptiaie pa^wurd 
ii ot^ef jden'it c uio t -rbisnahnn \ia '. < user <ntr l->c 
•before establishing -ise account for the user in the account 
buffer: In m .eittfodimeat, tie eiecirorjic/inagsietie -stripe 
card I s special! y designe d and configured [or the at least one 
w&gsrii'g i;:f minai. As will be apparent to those sfciUtti hi she 
ars, other types of cards may be ;;.;i.d seel; lis credit and debt';, 
cards. 

1 \ C t tvH ■> I I Hit " 1 'lUtl 

pick race cWestaffi(s) buffer, the racing information buffer 
and 8»- account processor. Use wagering processor is ooa- 
ligured to display fee race contestants of the delayed .race 
event using the odds information stored m the -racing infor- 
mation buffer. In an embodiment, -race contestants are staw 
■its differing shaded/color icons on. the display depending ©a 
the -odds .information associated wish the nice consestaots, A ■ 
color palette may be provided an she at leass one wagering 
ic-'rroinal to -identify the colors associated with she race 
U'j'vvii-s, uri^h ■ M"*. ran^ni ^ S'Vf f.;»T>r-v i., !oiu> 
v\ h^i. (l iL, {■> !< tc s,a>^ ^fcw 

eally on the gLiss^nk -if the housing 'if she at least fine 
wagering terminal .although as will be apparent so those 
skilled .in the art, toe color palette may also, for example, be 
provided cm the display or as part of « payout table (as 
described is more detail below wits respect to FIG. 8). For 
example, a horse icon for « favorite horse race contestant . 
may be shows in bfeie while a horse jam /or- a lesser favorite 
horse race contestant sway be shown m purple (see, e.g., the 
color chart 1080 of FIG. l«>. In an emhodiroeut of the at 
least one- wagering terminal, each differing shaded/coka 
icon is associated with a rste contestant based on the win 
odds associated with the « aontestasit. if two race at- 
testants have she same win odds, then the amount wagered 
on the race- contestant ir she win pent (if avaihsrfc) is used 
so •k.-ec! de -avn.t ? OrseiviM. n~ f e\ti mcc ,ontesta-3t 
has she lower number assignment will be considered more 
,\ it trar,i^ e "\ ■ ftu) ki>^.w > m 
terminal, each differing shadedfeotor icon is associated wish 
a race contestant, based on the amosi 
contestant. As will be apparent, to iho 
number of means of assigning one- e 
odds associated wish a race contest; 

The wagering processor may also ■■ 
ihe ..potential estimated win-mag pa yt 



tieker- 
below 
mformstbs. is showts 
display of FIG 4 and 
thai perhaps a certain it 
the .saperfiscta-wager t 
("jackpot"). 
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display of FIG; 4 and a 



total of die race event about wi 
>n the display (see, e.g., the < 
associated description below), s 
t; v (»e v, innin-- vvi^cr coojbi'iuUo 
pe rosy yield a payout of the { 



••also conl-%ared to receive 
er isiterfacc- and for selecting 
e coi3iesrfams for she wager. For e^ampie, the 
wawrinj; processor receives through she user intctface ar: 
itiSiTJCUut! for a wagtr ainonni. lb; an c-ccsed event, 
which is transmitted' to she race-. providing system together 
with the elected race -contestants .once the ns«r instructs, 
. throiigh the user interface the submission of the wager. In an 
l-i'-i 'twiii, i rc> 'jC, t; i ! t.:b 4 i.i^ ? !<. r U t-- > n- 
wageriag terminal has butsons corresponding to certain 
wager -amounts and/of combinations which: when engaged 
by "the user ins-Steel t\v& wagenng .processor the wager 
amount- and/or combination and a play button which when 
engaged-by the -user instructs the wagering .processor to 
subnits the wager, in sssj eoibodunent, the waiting proce«»Of 
employs a dc&uU wager sKionas .and/or coaibination, e.g., 
the lowest -wager amount and/or the-: qivk-k pick race 

. . \M Ui 1 1- 1 t r jO. t - vat, . ^ ' 1 

and/or- combination through the user interface- hut ife 
tastiiict-ed to submit the wager. 

Inrougb the user .interface, the user also can manually 
select the one or -mere race contestants for a wager or select 
, that a set of quick pick ias*.coaxestam{s} as .provided itt.the 
quick pick race contestant^} buficr is jtsed for the wager. As 
discssssed below, ihe one or more sets of quick pick race 
tor f"*\ =o ( (s) T' » bv snj }l vo i s f«- n* .h\ tut , ' «o it 
fashion 10 the wagering procesfior andtor as requested by the 
; wagering: processor (typicaliy via. the quick pick raqt 
contestant^) buifer}, in an »mbosiimeiti« the user can maittt- 
aRy select one or more race contestants For a wager by 



.mc-iin 
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ina the 



; skilled is the art, «ay : 
a-jore colors reSectitig . 
t may be used, 
s configured to display 
s. of a wager oa one or 
ccording toltte .wsgef 

n, . t lie vrn as imi,'i 1 ) J ".hKi s 

sc^-t n ,V ■IVJV. etll^fi. ±m 11 &i ll5.pl \ b'.' , 

, 4,',!, OCkv' V l» 1-SP '. O'liC 4 JjJcfaSUl .t,^ itscs ' 

tion below) a cosnbinatioa of race coniesuntsfsuch as- horse 
S and horse 3) of the race ewenf-abotst which Morrsatbn is 
^l, w ^ ne oi. t,a\ o-<-e, - K < R' i^" ^ "I r ^ 
and associated description below), shat may yield a certain 
csJ&nsted winning payout (such as S10.000 if horse 5 and 
horse 3 finish in tti.it order in sirat and second place). In an 
embod3*neni. the g'caiest potential estimated winning 
w lu 1 ?,!,': i sv„Hv,' tes f k„ x^d t b„ 

jng to the wager type of or se1 
wage-ring terminal and she race evens, displayed on the at 
■=as; one watering terminas. In smother us ample, a W3,aerit;g 
ter-rahVa! configured for or in which is ssketed, a stiperfecsa 
..,[ ,.k: w.gt :\p< ■ ,n disu .v o-et, - . Uu 



it a set of quick pick race contestant! 
, "Play" button of ihe'ai least one wagering terminal. In an 
esitjodiriient, the wagering -proeessor employ}, one- or more 
race contestants from a set of quick pick race contesiamfs) 
nc i.iett «,r riJ .."I'^vn ' .'K !.t,- 
the wager type have not been selected but the wagering 
. pro*ssor ^'instructed ncM-rfciess to submit she veiger. in 
tttis fssbfon, fee wager will comprise the race eontestantts,) 
seleesed by the user and one or more race contestant^) from 
the quick' pick race contestants) needed so compiete the- 
Wager: of She appiicahie wager type. 
5 The wagering processor is also configured to show on the 
' display » he rate omU>tdnts th u ha\e l^en maauiUv elected 

cOntestant(s-), For example, in an emijodimcrit, the user 
seleetina of a race contestant on a touch.- sensitive display 
5 causes- as -icon corresponding so: the race contesrtant_ to 
change in appearance to indicate the- race contestant has 
beee" selected. -Similarly, she icons of quick pick race 
consesiant(s) jaay change in appearance to .indicate, their 
selection. 

3 The wagering processor- is also configured so receive 
mformattos regarding the sufficiency of .cscedis la 
accousit from she aceoust jiroeessor and !■! pro 
in u wi'eu 1 iJ 1 " ok Te i.'i ,'o ^ o, i' 
to tSte accoaat processor for crediting and/or debiting, a. 

s user's accouns. 

The wagering processor- may slso be configured- to pro- 
vide a prize So a user- upon she «ubtmssion-of a wager. For 



vide the 



US 6,72 

11 

example, ihe submission of a wager may trigger, according 
to - p "L - lection 'go^viw ihu fii'i'ivin ui j pr< to lb* 

seeouat or a credit or other type of prize on a ticket provided 
intra t f v\ 3 s<- v isjt t _vu n i. ilmiei \ 
prise selection algorithm may simply be a ■■random seed or 
■else- the pnze selection .algorithm may determine to provide 
:t pi'-ic aitei , ver, coium sno'mt ^ *ski vfoi'tission" 
-through she wagering, terminal, la another embodiment, 
where the prize selection algorithm is -implemented -across 
the -wagering system, die prize ..selection may detcrss-irse io 
provide g prize to a particular wagering terminal after every 
certain amount of wager submissions through wagering 
terminals throughout die wagering system. 

The .wagering processor may also be configured to select 
one or mors face, contestants, according the applicable wager 
type, which represent the least chosen one or more race 
•contestants ibr the wager type, partieukrly- the one or me*® 
•race iXtttestants-forthe- wager, type that will yield a payout 
t \ f "t ^ J c- v i -e <. u (.1 k ne»n^.' » 
c cr 1 ' 1 sug \ \k '5 r 'urn v i t i ■ -ell iv 'j o 
••information or may be provided by the race providing 
system fa at- embodiment, » button {titLd, for example, 
" Jackpot" Mtilofi) is provided to allow the automatic 'selec- 
tion of such -one or more race contestants for a wager, 

la a variation (not shown), she user interface includes a 
resttees button for initiatiig resUeciion of the race 
contestants, and '.be wagering processor is conJgured to 
reinitiate selection of race contestants upon receipt of the 
rcscU-cUon corvtssixl I mm foe User interface hi Ibis 
variation, the wagering processor' is configured to issue a 
command to me race providing system .to provide a one or 
n ^ft ti^'A v,'s >■>> tnj> j 'c^ 'iw cot ■est.vi'^s's \- i -tu-n u- 
vau i o.t. i< u K f ^ i ' t 

contestants) provided by the ran: providing system, in this 
manner, die wagering processor typically sefcets ddier«)t 
tjuick pick race contestants}- for saen -aeta*tk»B of .the-seleet 
button" 

The details of tbe wagering process of at! embocUrrwat, as 
facilitated by the processing instructions of the wagering 
processor, are e xpiai tied in greater detail below iff regards to 

"no. 7. 

Turning now to FIG. 4, an embodiment of the at least one 
wagering terminal 120 :s shown comprising a display 300 
forpiesentittg information about the selected race events-, .a 
user Interface 305 for vk-wing race event iuforma'iori and 
placing wagers on an electee) race event, a card read/write 
lev v v >i3 h\ "cecums, j t e. "i nu -r -ragr- t.e-^i ;\ 
card encoded with a user's account information, a ticket 
di-pe eg distce JIS \>> pr^idi<-£ .: 'n--.ct ecnp t-.i 3g 
Wager iiifortpation for an elected race event and a si&ttd-ap 
o j » !<m<>ib ^h* h r <■ iru !i0 'In ik'h' "'.r 

T |U d tu JlO ft It v JVIMl^iv^^C 

sbown) as discussed above for facihtasiag wagering on race 
events. Tbe wagering terminal may slso include a speaker 
(tK>! sh> wn) for playing audio associated with the wagerm? 
and race events •informatm. 

Preferably, the at least one wagering terffiatal according 
tfejs embCKltoent is configured for providing a wager in only 
a single wager type, and the bousing includes s wager 
d\,4.cr t>t!0", p, ^ ixt >'j ui -VlJ on 1c hous f, i^ejtt- 
i\:ig i: , ss '^c: Npe e, v. nk ^.i.tcb .XT' a m -b- ^.^er 
t\pv nl simple K!!kii> Surrrraology F.'t ex^nspie, ibe at least 
one .wagermg terminal rosy be .configured- .to .provide a win, 
place, sho w, win -place -show (a- win, place- and show bet on 
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a particular race contestant), esacta, tnacw, superfecia, 
exatta and wheels, trtscta and wheels and sst perfects and 
Whee'ls wager tvpe. Example- wager deseriptiorts include 

P^jW ,t ,k \S ' \ it 'vC , ' II 

j. : Ex»cf .Order", la an etnbofiitsera, Jl» wager type of the at 
least one wagering terminal c-m be cba-nge.4 for -example, by 
manaally coaignring the at. feast om- wagering termmal 
from one wager type {».%„ e-xacta) to m&bet wager type 
(e.g., place) or by isstting s cottftguratjoa ctaB^aimraatHi 

terminal to cause die- at least one wagering terminal to 
change from one wager ivpe {e.g., exseta) to-.another wager 
! >T< (« S • F^ 01 -) Optionally tbe wtnii^arition change c: <m- 
maod can be fesaed to tse-ai least one- wagering terminal that 
in its current esxsnguration is able to process a wager type 

15 that is not available ioi a next race event {about which 
in&srrrsalioa is -made available; for display and wagering on 
the at least one wagering terminal). 

'Hie display comprises a CRT display 4i© fjr displaying 
information regardmg the race events. and .ticker-tape type 

:e display 42{i lor tiisp'i.^.iag »kcs v^ageritsg nt form at ion 
regsfriiog the taee eveitis. Pfefurablv, -he CRT display 
comprise* a .toiicii-sensitlvc CRT display, including- a touch- 
sensitive membrane (not abown) In oomtcurtkation with the 

prcetvo k' vt l tie^«vJ v « luts !u 

r. tsar 3 ' ^ it v 1 .-. r 1 > i itv,< ..i-'j, > ^ 
contestants for an elected- race event. As will be appa.scta to 
those skilled In (be art, any appropriate type of display may- 
be used, 

Tbe user ii icrface comprises a series of wager buttons 
s . 430 446 or xu' '« ^ i ^ .i^ . t r) 

aj!oat>is r>tK r tttnb i.'wi 1- ev^ . fvLo ^ to 
FIG. 4, bisiton 430 tnay be engaged for a $1 wager amount 
and button 448 may be engaged for a $5 wager amount, 
Abhongh not shown in FIG. 4,- the- wager.butto.ns tnay also 
%i represent cerism wager .combinations, ■■■e.g., .exacts, and 2 
v.hu.-k- <su, e.g . buttons icor« U»10 s:; b"Kj 10} t'be ua.- 
SnterfaOe ak« inentdes a bet submission batten- 450 fur 
initiating trsnsmi&sion of a wager io the race providing 

40 Turning so nG 5, another s3XitHidiinem of the at l--.is; ot;>- 
wag<rij«j"termmal 120 is shown tomprising s dispby 300 
for presentmg informatiofs about the selected race events, a 
user itjtcrfac* 305 for viewing race:event information sad 
placing wagers on an elected race event, a card toad/write 

45 device 31© for receiving an electronic or magnetic -stripe 

e ' k i>o,^r W j, < i > jc^c t f f i i -J. 
ciispeming device: 315 for providing a ticket comprising 
wager information, for an elected race event and a table-top 
type housing SOS for retaining-the display, tbe sm interface, 
jo the card read/wTtte- device aad the: ticket dispensing device-. 
1 ir ^,ii,o 3; ,^.rrri.d <K> 'ru u-^i a p!■J^es^l' $2<i ri^ 
shown) as discussed above for facilitating wagering on race 
events. 'Ibe watering terrnmai may also include- a- speaker 

([1 f M o r i 3V ^ i«. ^ iiu 1 H KV» 

s.< and race events :Mormaik>a 

The display comprises a CRT display $18 for displaying 
information regarding tfee race events -and preferably, tbe 
CRT display comprises a touch-sensitive C&T display, 
iiKdadirig a loach-sensitive- membrane (not shownj in com- 

H' munication with the processor for selecting the desired 
wager, type, for selecting the desired wager amount, fof 
"scrolling" buween ttext and previous race events and or 
nest and previous race event tracks, for rnatmally selecting 
race contestants &r an elected race event and for initiating 

„s L-,'-t,ntsMo-3<>i jvtj" .:br ^3^, pros o ~gs stv'-i \s\s.H 
be apparent to those skilled in ihe art, any appropriate type 
•of display niay be : used. 
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Preferably, the at least one wagering terminal according to 
shis embodiment is configured for providing a wager in a 

a <t ,o-»'«c, i^ Jitotcr i x < jpar.»5t J v 
be eor-natred jot 3 single wager type, infor-nation presented 
oji site display will fsoiliiaU": easy selection oi she wager type. 
F - .; ei^npie. ciCft irrai til,, ..n-r S^ueUs- '■ p -'t-T. ^1 a 
uiuch-scnaiivc screen of she dis-play associated with a 
button/icon to ehaiige. the. wager type of the at. least one 
wagering terminal, the user scrolls through she various 
wager types; offered by she at least one wagering- terminal. 
Each tune ifce use r scrolls through the wager types offered by 
the at feast- one wager sag terminal, the infomiaiion jegarxiing 
race events is presented according to the selected wager 
type. Alternatively, for example, the selection of the wager 
type may be performed by selecting a desired wager type in 
a menu presented on the display or by selection of icons 15 
eorrespoadsng to specific wager types offered by the at least 
o»<= wagering terminal 

1 si. s Id ix twdvsti oj that tk eui hgMuuotjs shown in 
HGS. 4 and 5 are oniy a-; irnplcrrjentanou for as; a; teas! one 
wagering terminal, and that career configaratioEs are also 2-3 
' ii >i j i .J. r v i v«r '"0 ii > i v ' 

includes a plurality of wager type buttons, each identifying 
a respective wager type (es.g., win, pb«s» show, .exscta, etc.), 
for facilitating placement of the wager according to one -of 
a pluialisy of wager types ;< 

in an embodiment of the at least one- watering terminal 
for a sriaeta wager type or the at least one wagering terminal 
eapahk . i suecu..-> li ; trsct.i wagt.- t\pc * rv.tci ar-d or 
o-~! i s "i r ^ x t > •} >r o _j.ij.i5-. f sa<- >i & ■ 
amount for the three selected rat* contestants ra the exact ^ 
order as selected and another, button and/or. display jam may 
he- provided for placing six Si to.aeia wager amounts on the 
three selected race contestants in any order. Similarly, in *n 
fimbadiffiefU. of the at least one wagering tenninal for a 
supcrfeca* wager type or the at least on* wagering temsfeal 35 
capable of selection oi a superfeeta wager type, a button 
■and/or display icon may be provided for placing a SI 
suptrtceta wager amount for the four sniveled race contes- 
tants in the exact order as seiccte&aad another button and/or 
display icon may he provided for placing 24 Si superfecla 
.wager amounts oa the four selected- xace coat<».Ea»ts. is any 

iri an erafoodiacat of the at least one wageriag tetroinal 
for an exacta and wheel wager type or she at least -one 
wagering temiinai capable o£ seiearoa of at! exacta and 45 
-wheel wager type and refemng to HG. 16, a nuatber of 
hurtons anri/or display icons Mlft may be provided for 

If 4' t n 1 i S i r i J ts ^< \ 

according . to this wager type. For example; tliere. may !>e 
r J» i'j'i j « Jiy m f 1 > ^ ^5 v w 
wager amount for the two selected race contestants its the 
exact c>rder as selected, a button, and/or display icon for 
placing .two SI exscta wager -amounts o 



wagering functions provided on tite display of tte personal 
computer or iiandhek! device for sekction by use of a 
pointing device, arid/or designated keys on a keyboard asso- 
ciated with &e personal comput er or handheld device, la this 
variation, m electrom-c wage-f ticket jnecfeanism may be- 
provided in pl«_e of 3 physical wagsr tiefc-i di.~penst£ijj 
de-vice. The. electronic wager ticket mechanism would :gea- 
erate *n decironic- repfese-Mation of the wager ticket that 
r v^eprtv>i^ :»ic v i|\ , ..i ,\ 1 r :s-"\i 
!he . ! k.&t orx v^agtfitng urtrina" Purthvr »n fRS saftarnn- 
a user may provide the: .relevant aeeousit iafornjation -tu the 
at least one wagering terminal instead oi imroducing- art 



■smpe ■ 



n i>«0 ("Lof, 



devxee, For e-xampk, the 
account ialonaasioij ore-atploy any other elector 
other automatic- means for making the account 1 
available. to -the. wagering system. Many other variations oi 
the 'wagering, tertnsnai will be apparent to those of. ordinary 
skill in the art 

Tarning to FIG.. 6, an embodiment: oi a screen shown ors 
,1 C Ri . >srl»* of j star;. -«j]> "of t to. 

trig Race I at the J.os Angeles hors-:: 1 

"-Vng-ieO 'iie r : ce o cat tiuti^Xi- t:ir-)_'-nab-xi 
(."Race 1") are sh^wn. i'he .sc recti atscs depicts account 
balance infoiaiajioo 6111 regarding the cuneat balance- of the 
user of the at least one wagering terminal. In an. 
«mboditnenU if the -user Sias an issu^ciest account balance 
to wager (e.g., an account balance less than the minimum 
wager amount of the at least one: wagering terminal.}, the 
account balance iafoonatioa. blinks- on me display so indicate 
an institTieieat aecoant balance. Further, tise account balaoce- 
in&rmaiioa will autornaticaily tipdate- to show credits front 
winning wagers, of the user arid, for effect, an alarm -may 
sound for credits from winning wagers. 

Farther, »• nnrnber of horse head shaped icons, such as 
horse head icon -6 15, associated with the race .coatesJaots oi 
the depicted race, event are shown. Morevvej, tite race 

u <t,s , ,!trtiO'-itl't 1(Klx 3 Ul Vi ins u kOPKS 1 1! 

select. As is 
or more race cantos 
ichiag the icon 



1 t>2Q C 
user can know 
.-sled 00 the 



as raw:- -contestants tc 
:he sser can -select on< 
accordance with s wager type 
Further, in an embodiment, each 



a S:3 , .>;; 



ttan.aBd'or display 
a wager amount for she 



n for 



:tcd r< 



coafestaats in the exact order .as selected, a button and/or 
dksplay ico 1 for placing swi> S3 exiscta wager amount tsss Use 
two. selected race confesiaBts in any .order, a. button and/or 
display icon for placing a- $10. exact* wager amount for the 
two selected race contestants in the exact order, as. selected, $ 
and baUoas. attd/or display icons, each for placiug X (where 
\ , ie 1 1 ^ sv< t ib t r t •» v v u 1 1 



uel s 



%,cr 



s .the 



wheel 



the X selects. 

•selected.- < 

la another- variation, she at lesa&J one wagering, terminal 
may be a personal computer or 3 bsndheki device with, ail 



head icon has a differently shaded/color harness. As dis- 
cussed above, the different shades/colors may be used to 
tkr.ow diifi-riw L.dd^ liit'-msatioa i-«ci.tte.i ^:'-b sach uce 
contestant. When a user selects a race contestant on the 
touch -sensitive display, the 'icon corresponding- to that tace 
coufestant changes appearance to indicate the- race contes- 
tant has been «?!'.. cied. Fos exa-npic. a pick nti-.sibcr 625 may 
be presented on the display to indicate the selection of Site 
race contestant and, where applicable, the race cotiksiant's 
order in selection of « set of race coiaestsnts; .In an 
embodiment, the user can clear the seiected race comeslam 
(s.) using a "Cwar Picks" button. '^ja 630 in order to re-seiv.ci 
one or more race contestants, as applicable, for a. wager. 

Farther, the user may "scroll" through future race events 
at different race even; tracks by touching the next 635 and 

ts S40 u 1 .is } ^ .t>w vt < 
icons causing the wagering- processor to present, as 
,i v ^x.i.. jK ma a , l 1 \ si t. f t.s>, 

raa: event tracks, wbethei for example a'race event track by 
aipftabetical order or a race mm track having the next 
starting race- event. .Similarly, She user may "scroll" ihrovgb 



us 6j: 
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future race events by starting time, whether for example at 
a selet-Jed race even; tr;;ckot across all taee event ir.-it.-ks, by 
lor-ching ihe next 645 and previous feSft -ace batons icon.,, 
each toueh of -the icons causing jhe wagering processor to 
present, as applicable, updated- information on the display 
■corresponding to the "previous'' or "mm" race event fey start. 

Turning to 1/.SG, .7, an embodiment of a ■■screen shown on 
a- CSX 'display of a tabietop type, si. least one. -wagering 
;enmu;ii is depicted. Th--sc'ee« depicts inform mon regard- 
ing Race 1 at the fos Atigeie., horse fact iracfc, More 
particularly, race event track .informaiion 768 ("Loss 
Angf.ie.-i") and the race event number information 785 

t 1 "» I sU M \s 1 ll 1 1 Ju 

balance rafotmaucm 71S regarding fee current balance of the 
user' of ihe -at least one- wagering terminal. In atj 
cBibodimen!,. if. the- user has an -iasaffident account balance 
^ ;.<, „,i >t \. f\o kss hat tit jiJtii ia 

wager amount of the at least one wagering terminal). the 
account balance, kdPfjrsation bhnkson-the display to indicate 
an imuQIcseal- account balance. Further, the accoimt balance 
information wilf automatically update to show credits from 
winning, wagers, of she user and, for effect, an alarm rosy 
sound for- credits from winning-- wagers.- Partner,, ia an 
embodiment, a lidcer-tape- type display 71© for displaying 
select wagering iafcffmarifffi regarding the race events, such 
»s potential payouts for selected race event contestants for 
fee current wager type depicted op. the screen, is provided, 
Rtrther, a rasmber of horse bead .shaped icons* sack as 

,, V 1*2* 4 .vs. >IUI t,M 5*s 

the- depicted race event are -shown. Moreover, the race 
contestant start position iat'crniatiao, such as race contestant 
start losit'ofl information 725 ("1"). are associated with 
eisch s,o: j«,r ,ar ■ r\ « vsna' t&:< ^ontt -nfe to 

select. As is. 'indicated .on ihe-.sereen, the user.caa select ot» 
or more race contestants, ia accordance with a wager type, 
by 'o'jcbisg the icoas. Further, m .wenibtxiiment, cadi horse 

v t i i. ns > ' r \ <-t iJed a t''- < - \ 

cussed above, the vUftcrent shade* colors may be used 'o 
denoit Jrtici.Bg >n3d& information issoctated with in:h race 
conteslant. When a vssx selects -a race coxaestsnt on the 
ot n viui- ,30<, Se .or-.. -i<.s| t ,t, ! r, T l< lh* '^t 
contestant changes appearance -to indicate the race ainies- 

nt ). v <J < 1 - t< .nit i \k i!J\. in 
shown in FIG. 7) may be presented on the display to indicate 
she sutetmn >i the ract cntei-tam sm', where applicable, 
the race contestant's order m selection of a set of race 
1,-Mfsttno, If. embed t a )ai vao U t' tti> 

selected r-ace c6ntestaat{s) u^ag s^Clear^cks" bntton/icoa 

applicable, for a wager. 

Birther, the imr may "scroll" through future race events. 
<Ull.u i^e tr. ks b\ o in. iv, i^V a,t, 

previoas traek bnnoasAcons ( not shown), each toaeh pf the 
bBttons/icoas causing the- wagering processor so present, a.v 
applicable-, apdated information on the display correspond- 
ing to a next race event by start time at "previous'' or "next" 
sZ: o\o-i: -li^s-wLc^K! torcxamp- - '<«.<. ssnit !Mck 
.dpnaKt^vl , =det • r , ,a tl _ -vers- track iiavmu the n^^t 
sorting -race evem. Similarly, the a.ser may "scroll" through 
future race- events by sisrarig time, whether for example ai 
s selected ia ; v ewT:- inck cr aaoss aii race eves! itacks. by 
loac-iirs' !Lic r'cxt 735 and t'£OV(^.> 740 r.,cc balU-n, ^ is, 
each wacfa of she icons catting ihe wagering process to 
presem, as appUcahie, updated ialbrautiioa on the display 
corresponding to. ihe- "prevfcms" or "next" race ewnvby st art 
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As. discussed above, ia the tabkiop type wagering 
terminal, the wager type presented on tbe display can be 
changed by the user by [..inci-ing the "Change Game" 
biittoB/icon. 745. So, by tisisg (he "Change O&me" btsttoo/ 

" % t ( 'i^r i ri r , te isjli\ iiivst.i „ V 
wjijt.r lypu as shown in HG 7 ,;r s.croli to any other vvagar 
type such as place, tsaeta, supstfscia. -^tc. wager types 
ofiertd by the .:! least one wagering terminal. 1 ot the "Win" 
wager type, tor example, the screen compriifti additionai 

j.j H I '*»0 ->ir s^x "* 1 }( ! •? ^ l^t! v X ( 

the at least one wagering ■ terminal so allow the user to select 
.iM ( i[> -i", s S S ) U •» s s 
and to ifiittaie the wager ("Pray" ba»Ofs/icon}< for other 
wager types, differettt additional buttons/icons may be pto- 
t 5 vided as required by the partictd.ar wager type- selected. As 
Nvill be apparent to those skilled in the- art, the wager type 
change feature may also be. provided is the standup or any 
other type of display for the at least esse wagering terminal. 

As > !. "kt fie s_res.l Oi ! i'o " r i 'a'- * 1 -td i >i 

;o -a personal cosnptiter or handhckl- device- variation .of the -at 
least one- wagering terminal. In this variaiton, ttse screen of 
HG. 7 or another .screen tvuid provide the jKShy for a asct 
to «fitcr aecdnrii information fas disetissed above) through, 
far example, the touching of .a button/icon that, iaitiates an 

•i* accotitis ifi&nTsatioij entry diafog. Further, the screen of HG , 
7 or another screen could perroa trte user, to view race event 
video correspondiiig to the race event -displayed on the at 
least one wagering iermir»L So, as the race even- displayed 
on the at least one wagering terrain si changes, the race event 

id video would- change to correspond to the displayed, race 
event. Ate, the screen -of PIG. 7 or another screen coidrf 

1<-Om«, >L - ,'tspld >i .l, f .K C x.^ 1 J-t' v ^ V v. 

wager tickets (as discassed above) corresponding to wagers 
placed by the user of tot at itasi one wagering t-rrotnal For 

s.\ ipic i p J-1't 1 S illMlit I t ^ I I \ I , f 1 

ets eori-tsponding to user wagers C3a be displayed at the 
bottom of the screen of FIG. 7 to show the outstanding user 
wager? As the user's wagers becorae official, the reprewea- 
tins o' ose jvlVni vt < inn. -v^ r ^k, , souid 

4 t.n,j 1 \ isp'u , ti, o Kt [ t-^t ' - MG 
Purttier, a monitor bets button/iasn may be.pmyadcd on the 
screen of HG. 7 winch allows the user to review the details: 
of all unofficial and official electronic svager tickets. 
Referring to FIG. 8, a payout tabic is depicted for a "Win" 

*J wager type of an at least one wagering terajraal. 'itse payout 
tank includes a title « >;enc!a!!y dcsc-tinng the wagut 
'it su. ' if te s,n s\ \c, t% se ,ei n<> S >i i K .>< ^3\oii. 
j.iforfj\,ttcn tne'tldtc' s« the table M>«* panu'(i'ai'>. 'tie 
,av t n. i . tioe^ SH> tUti^ihc » u, ' 

5') amount placed for a particular wager type, e.g., S I placed on 
a ^hJ wages Ihe :Mvo't« taJe ft ther 'ii,lwks tows 
irjdicatingrace coatestants, e.g;, idetitifying tHforrnation for 
each race contestant or combinations of race contestants, 
such as the post postiion or aarne(s) artd, if applicable, the. 
^ori.sa, id ng --j ^ -(^s,c > i'^,ln\ 1 r*its< <. 
favorite to iosgshot, The payout table then farther includes 
information for each row-colstsnn combinations^ indicat- 
ing the- acfttal or potential payout for the wager represented 
bv tne r >w Vid loiunit i" c i in ^ (dmt o the w >- 

60 type of the payout table. So, for example, the intersection in 
-e i \ t oi >f 1 > 8 i s ,„^< , v i 
and'tfee favorite, race coritestant would provide xnformaUon 
for the actual of 'potcttiM psyoui of teat wager, In an- 
eatbodiment. She payout table is an electronic .display that 

S5. provides updated payout ktformatios depending on race 
eve -i -i »o oi wge; i\p, nuse -ted ot tK .nsp'at < ti v 
LjMoc. vj^'iSi' '"ii- \lwrrat\v. ^ t, p v <bk 
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the payout table may be simply a primed table of actual or 
\ c.C , ; 3% . fjt- 1 ^' V- ^ J iv v H -.( 

skilled m -fee art, payout tables may be provided for wager 
types, abet than (he win wager type. 

Referring to FIG. lite wagenng facilitated according- to 5 
so embodiment of -the invention will be described. In ibis 
embodimesM, the at least one. wagering terminal is cooiig- 

t J •> J. 1. d ! « 1 L i^v s 1 'l fyl n 

reconfigured to a. different wager type by a configurate 
change Vommand). Where the at least one wagering terminal Ja 
provides nmitiple wager types, the wagering facilitated by 
fee wagering system .according to that embodiment would 
query the user to select a particular wager type (not shown 
in PI G. 9} but would then operate according to the wagering 
describe. I hebw m reference .0 r'G. * For example. the , . 
•user interface may include a plurality of wager type buttons L 
to allow the user to select a desired one of the wager types. 
The account processor determines whether m user has 
introduc-d 91S5 an clettK-mc/raagBetic-sir^c curd to she card 
seaO-write device and if so, establishes 91ft at; account for 
the user in the sccoaat buffer if there is a credit it) the 20 
account srdlkietttfof the lowest wager amours! available on 
the at least am wagering terminal and tlse card is otherwise 
operating properly, if the 'user has nest introduced •*» 
electromc/magnctic-stttpe eatd to the-card read/write device, 
the account -processor keeps determirring whether & cats! has 2s 
beea introduced and the user wiU be ttnable to submit a 
wager or scroll through: race events, e.g., the user interface 
is inactive, until a card is introduced, Optionally, the account 
^ x.v-v t 'as a\ i oil '^1 v , > 

user if the card is sot operating; properly, the user's account sc 
does tart exist or the re, is an insuiEciesii credit' m the account. 
In -art emboduaccl (nts shown in FIG- 9), the .account 
processor of the at least one- wagering terminal is configured 
to request from the user an appropriate password or other 
identic. \on iniomatjor \iafte nvr vtvJUce >xfo,.e ci b ,< 
fishing the account for the user in the recount baSer. lam 
embodiment (not shown in FIG. 9), & user may scroll 
through race events without having to introduce an 
ekCtj'Ofiic/ttiagneiit>sf:rip card to the card read/write device, 
,t ^Rt^ diixt't^a^-wr nbi Si v tic! «<,rs 
icons corresponding to wager amounts and .combinations 
available for wagering- in view of the balance available in the 
■>e, s socou-.f .)£..■ lis- : ^i:c:.:,ir oicec-ei;. dsspi, \ ed v, i.i be 
active- For example, available wager amount and combina- 
tion burtons/icons are lighted or shown when she aser has a 45 
sufficient balance for those wager amounts and/or &e wager 
•combination is possible at the displayed race event. 
Nrrlv-K. the iiiA'ftt * a ^r a.o .uid eombmatioo 
bttfioss/kesss are dark ox not shown whets the, user baa an. 
insufficient balance for those wager amounts and/or the $> 
-vv r »i.„(30' is .nt iw^ 1 t .v Jjsp v.d race 

Once -a card is introduced, the race evesnt selector, of the 
at t-t Tiv^^ei^^ieinfttj^otv) ^ :he rising itormation 
received from the rsee siroviuinji i.ysterti, and :"de:itiaes !>15 « 
a nest sad other fttasre race events, as. described in isure 
-detail above, for display on the at. least one wagering 
terminal via site wagering processor. As the outset and. as the 
wagering pools associated with displayed race e vents close, 
thence event selector jdenlifses a next race event for display ® 
on sbe at least one wagering terminal As a riser scrolls 
through race events by, for example, next or previous race 
event and/or race event track selection commands, the. race 
event: selector identifies other latere race events for -display 
m the at least one wagering ferroinaL ss 

11ms, rti an -emhoduneHt, s next race event is displayed or> 
the -at least one wagering terminal at the outset when -a- user 



introduces a card to the at leas; one wagering ierrrnnai. 
TrercaUef, the user ruaj wit it thinugh r^ct eserts and race 
events, tracks hut when the pool closes for a displayed race 
event, a further next race is displayed on- the at feast one 
wagering termiasi. So essence, the race providing system 
provides a subsiamiaHy contimtous stream of racing inibr- 
mation to the at least one wagering terminal in- order, to 
provide a substantially continuous display of information 
regarding a succession of race events, byrther. the rase 
providing system- may also provide one or aic;se sets of quick, 
pick race e'onsestttntfs) as other information pertaining to the- 
racing information ia a .substantially continuous fashion to 
the at least one wageringtermmai'snd/er as requested by the 
at least one wagering terminal. Optionally, the at least one 
wagering- terminal may receive a configuration change com- 
mand to change the wager type assigned to the at if as.! one 
wagering terminal. 

The wagering processor nukes available lor display 920 
the information regarding the next and other future race 
event, particularly the race event track name sad. race -event 
number, as identified or supplied by the race: cvent.soiectar.. 
Particularly, the wagering processor makes available for 
display, as identified or supplied by fee race event selector, 
next race evejjts upon the mtroducticrs of a card to. the at least 
one wagering terminal or as the pool -for a displayed race 
cveet closes and next and other furare- race events scrolled 
through by the use ot nest and previous race events and race 
event tracks selecuon commands, 

The wagering -processor further makes available for dis- 
play a number of icons corresponditig to the race coni-estartt-s 
in the displayed race event, including icons of varying 
shade/color to identify the different odds information asso- 
ciated with each race contestant. The wagering processor 
uhs fo c\<,wpk, iivitdsjiS rn tic 1 St - t. a { mk ' 
matiors htrffer to assign .varying shades/colors to the icons 
avoj-i'ed ^ if: vjv.ii a_i. ^or'est.n; o: hv c.frUyvi: r vM. 



I'he wsgeririj; pro-Jtssos aisc? determines 92$ wtteths.- the 
has ,.e'j>ati.d at-ut* o con k sv.rol ! 'ItrooS.n cot ev. ">u> 
and/br race event ixzchs i.e. the "Next Race", "jfrevious 

1 .d i'KMOU 1 vk A IS' VS U 

sovthe race event selector determines a next or other future 
race event for ciisplay and the wagering processor makes 
available for di^lay jn&rmaik>n regarding the user elected 
next or other foture race event, .deternrined- by the race event 
selector, respiting from the hcrollirjg. 

1< 1 t 1 < 1 1 K 1 t k r v s ! 

\ 3 Uv - -i s lee " v uUl. A 'I'Mi 1 1 

the at least -one wagering, terminal continues- to determine 
<n\t dtd r otVr lu i--v ia i 04 s o d p>h >1 spi \ 
iijfnrrtialion regarding sach race events, and present on the 
display inforrsjation regarding elected next or -other .future 
race events resulting from -the scroihng through race events 
and/or race event tracks. Irt an etnbod'mjeni (not shown in 
■"<■ % -no ^a^et..^ f-r,. . s-,c .s-f^s j .it. l , ; ..h ..o.-v.- 
amount, e.g., the lowest wagtr amount, when bet submission 
has, been activated but no wager amount has been selected 
If a wager amount has been selected, .the. wagering pro- 
cessor waits for one or more race contestants -to be selected 
bwM K v- !} 3? tiiv. u 1 t ion ftivK s bmi-s i >n *^ UU t 

may be-manually selected ! >40 via touching a poriio!) of a 
iOudt-seasitrve 'screen, of the display -associatet! with the 

icon(s) of Ate selected race conleslams (and then hits ..the 
"Play" button to submit the wager). If the user hits the 
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"Play" button ■without selecting race contestants or only a 
partial number of the needed xace contestants (not shown), 
the wagering processor queries the quick pick race 

v >Ux ^tji IV 'ii' ,t , vH^rmdv x- ilf 
detail above), in accordance with the wager type assigned to 
■~e .! 1 jx) '! v wag'- sj; xi£±j.t si If '*u uxe- at aru tot 
touches a 



; another wager may- be 



the < 



If A 



,-.:sier. 



n show 



i'aiss for s 



si FK'i 5,ihfc ■ 



on- of the n 
=r.p« 



>r more r 



it buttons- The 
;e contestants) 3 
t select button 



select button for mil 
contestants. Accordingly, in thi 
wager by selecting one of the 
user can then manually select o> 
accotdtag to the wager type ox activate a 
causing the wagering processor io query the qsjekpiek race 
contestants) busier sad display a sat of quick pick race 
voutexUnf(x) n »cct rdaacf wit the way,r «>pc ?v &'i 
example, chasgtng the appearance of the iconfsj associated 

> a 1 ) if"*; >» t » J^x*! 1! If. fr. ^vted >t.i l ^"E t !j"f- 

are dea.rn.ed by the. user to -be .unacceptable, the user cwi 
(ur.iU xxlvci 3^ ^ WO n t.-r>,,-e ct 

select button, causing the wagering sfocessorto obtain and 
display a set of " o.- : ;tk civk saee cc;itextar:(s*. t-> aecu'dafcC-e 
v.<ih w^. K.x wkr jusng.t -"i i<"» s s vbT or 
selecting titiic's pick ract: tomestanifs). Once the race con- 
testanaliie deemed by she user to be acceptable, the user 
competes the wacr by sciw: : >it;g the be; sab-mission hut-oa 
. , sVa,h nc the "fuy" Nsno.i A.- «pj ^ <: ppa fl .oi, & 
cheeking loops may be employed with re lated dialogues for 



thspu; 



c the u 



if the s< 



i race eontestantfs) were picked m&nmlly by 
v „ V j^xex i, <t i it > !x y«0 If 
nunuaih Niicur^rav-r voi3tc.xt„t!'4s.) on the display b», for 
example, changing the appearance of the icoa(.s} associated 
with fcese race eoistextantfs) {for example, as described 

IX,, i - V ? !i I -< V M i*a<x »' 

deemed by the user to be ar&eecptable, tbe-user.caa override 

n 1 1 xts i ah \ u . ^ f i r 

of a touch-sensitive screen of the display associated with an 
v,xx 5 1 liins Pv a eueJ ie .ictv ntxtsi 
a new WE l>* sekc'ed face wQteststii!-*} ,at: be jiunuaih 
chosen or a set of qtiick pick race corjieslat!i(s) cars be 
chosen by pressing the "Play" builcro. Alternatively, she user 
can co'itiiMC Eu p^-k rue eotnestasitx until tt»o -may ra-e 
corttestatits haw been chosen at whicti point ihe^sekctioo of 

conte.sians(s) cart be aiaaaally chosen or. a set of qsaek pick 



US 6.722,980 B2 

20 

jev t.t.f i> <r ' <if)in> * f^.iot > ii 

sound effects, until the wags* ticket is prinled or displayed. 
WhetJ {ae'aRtoatj'on is finished, the ■, screes optionaiiy will 
pmm Ha satsw the race asmmetip) selected for the wager 
eeraered on the raiddl 
screen wiB revert- bat 
piaced. 

If the atwarst processor determines that the accsUKE does 

then cieier-miBes 95$ whether the wagering- period has 
expired for the race event it-poo which the wager has been 
pkced. that is. if the race eve-tsi has started or the arriiity to 
wager on the race event has beea closed. If she wagering 
stoccssor determines that the wagering period has expiKid, 
ihi a! kr-- r.m ^,ige;;cj term oal v;ll p-exeat l W0 on ihc 
display a waraing to ihe-user to indicate that She wagering 
period" has expired, coriutsaes to determ' 
tfccc event-S for dtspiay, displays ittfomia 
race svenis. tic. As will be. apparent, sloe: 
system ccsEitiraioesiy -updates the st h 
ternaisial with irifortnatioe: tin- the Same • 
afwr 3 wagering, pcflixi expires the at : 
iermioal will display arformation about a aejst race e-veiu. 
If the wagering p-occssof dcSerirjinc-i that the. wageriog 
period has twi expired, t( 5e wagcrint prow.4*or txaasmits $G& 
the wager snscimi: arid she selected race comestaol<s) to the 
race nmvuling sysern 'i"he race providit.g sysieai stores .979 
the- wager inibrmatios ift the wager database, together with 
the network address -of the at toast, one wagering termiaal 
The race providing system .coaftoues io receive wagers -uritii 
the end of the wagermg period of a race event. Use wagering 
terminal- -may also issue 91S a ticket correspond tog w.xbe. 
wager, which cats be used to oblate a ' * " """" " 
wagsr via: an autooiatic device and/o: 
- ■ ' ' ; ted by the: 



regarding -such 
race providing 
one wagering 
events, shorly 
■om wagering 



t. !>.- tkhvirj- 



n asid/o 



■eque 



ticket. 



at the end of a race event, die wager 
K -an p..-N-dn.;- iptn-i *S*» 

vagvf laSi-sxe u sdxn'.h t\ v. nn>n t \<.a c ei->, iku no 
the^psyoiit .payable to each user in accordance with the 
5 amount wagered (arid either the payout odds if lite wager 
was a hsed odds wager, or the size of She psrimtawl pool if 
the wager was a -parknuiuei wager), and t'* • ' 

vvincifiJ wagering lerraiual (u.siog the 
stored in ifee- wager 



chosen bv ;n=ssi£tg the 'Play" 5 a payout a 
■ Upon 



racs eo«i.esEans(s) . . 

button- If the user at any- point touches, a "Next Race' 
"I'revi'ms Race", i.;c. but-on.'ieon the wagering is reset §50 
and tie account, processor waits for a new wager. If the 
v.a n -a L\ xc^t'xd ;,icc t ntis.t-n, a e d"< tv-.' hj ta^ Jx^r 
So be acceptable, the user completes. the wager by activation 
of the bei submission button i.e. the "Play" button. As will 
he apparent, error checking loops may he employed with 
related dialogues -for display to the user. 

Once the be! submission has been : crivated. the account 
processor queries 945 the account heifer to dcttfrtnit-e 
wbether there are saffickat funds its the user's .account 6a 
the- wager. If the account, processor determines that the 
account' does not have sufficient funds for the wager, ih« 
wage-isig pt'xessor is informed 930 of the insufficient funds 
jjij =ix v..[gxi:nc j>E.xitsor f-vw:n;s a n:..tsaL,'- on tin 
lay indicating that Shs 



database) j data packet indrcatlcg the 



hslai 



:r. The ; 



;r has an xasaScient c 
tut pEocessor then cheeks fc 



reeeipf of the wtnaiag' contestant data .packet , if 
.on"' ixxt hcit t H,s^ Hia, » ka-', icw ge ia u 
StfTninal and a uckei with r«;pcct to ;he v>innin;> wager haft 
5 \ tvvt il-,vi>< t ', he <.-x vs.'^r.ne wr,n.i« 
presents ^S? -m nie display infofrjia-ion regsrding a w intnng 
payoai. Upoo receipt of the payout data- packet, and if the 
user' s account is still establishes! in the at least one wagering 
terminal, the accc-unt ptoccssor updates the user's account 
including, if appropriate, updating the account information 
ou an eieetforiic/raagnctic-stripe ca*& The aser can then 
place a wager on the next race event, or else- discontinue 
, i i\ vk^mi, tie t •« x >_,„u t t,v t > ^n. 
-wagering fenoind by, for example, disengaging tne 
eiectronici'rnagiiehc-stripe card .-frotn the card rcdd/«-S!te 
km: ' W S- v^-t ia ennal x vl .vt\e ^8 ( t 
•wagering- terrains! will det-Orroine whether a user has Intro - 
dueed a card, identify future race events* etc. 
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The detailed -descriptions may. .have been presented in 
terms of program procedures executed on a computet or 
network of computers, These proeedaral descripfioas and 
representations are the means used by those skilled in the art 
to most eifeciivsly convey the substance of ■■their work to - 
others skilled hi tb* an. lite .embodiments of the invention 
may-be ■ jxapkroeBtetl as apparent tothose skilled ia-rhe art 
in hardware or software, or any combination thereof. 'The 
actus! software -code or hardware used to -implement ths 
invention is not. Umitiug of the -invention. Thus; ibe>operati»n 
and behavior of the> embodiments- often will -be. described 
without specific reference -to the- actual software code or 
hardware components. The absence- of such specific refer- 
ences is feasible because it is clearly understood that smst» 
of ordinary skill would be- able to design software sad 
hardware to imp-Jemeat the embodiments of the invention 
based on the description herein with only a reasonable effort 
and without «adue wmeritneatatioa. 

A procedure is here, and generally,, conceived to be a 
self-eensisse-fti ■sequence of operations leading to a de-sired 
result These operations cwmp»se.-physiea.l ma.mpu.lstiorss of 
physical quantifies. Usually, though sot aecessariiy, these 
ij i k t t 1 1 i vtu r i. t y s 
:-:-.p-3b\:-. t.-f being -tored. it msferrcd. eombiecd, compared, 
and otherwise manipulated. St proves convenient, at times, 2 
principally for reasons of common usage, to refer to these 
signals as bits, values, dements, symbols, characters, terms, 
numbers, objects, attributes or the tike, It should be nested, 
however, Sbat all of these and similar terras are to be 
associated with the appropriate physical quantities and are ? 
merely convenient labels applied is these quaouiies. 

I r- k.- 1 v ' ! in i < f i »' - e* n 
in terms. Kttch as adding or comparing, which ais commonly 
associated with mental operations performed by a hitman 
operator No such capability of a human operator is 3 
asxessary, or durable In moM ca^s,, in anv of the opera- 
tions of the invention- described herein; toe operations are 
machine operations. Useful -machines- for performing the. 
op_fit as'' .*i sivis i khjd, t,t«r«l p' rpc -e ^ mul 
m lu.vts spin, a' p-rj" 1 -. c. rp krsof &.r--i r drifts j 
Each operetta® of the method may be executed on any 
general computer, such as a m a in trass e computer. persomri 
computer or the- like and pursuant K> one or more, or -a pan 
of oae or more, program modules or objects generated from 
any programming language, such as C++, Java, Fortran, etc- s 
Aad'siiii further, each, operation, or a file, module, object or 
the like tmpiememiag sacu -operation, may be. executed by 
special purpose hardware or a -circuit moduk designed for 
that purpose. For .example, the- invention may be... imple- 
mented as a -tkrflware program loaded into non-volaUk s 
storage or a software program loaded from or into a data 
sar„gi mednn as t ichme- eat if\v todv. *uj wae- !>■ Kig 
itistaiciions executable- by an array of logic elements such as 
a jweccsser or other digital signal processing anil. Any data 
handled in such pjocesang or created as a -result of such < 
processing can be stored in any memory as is conventional 
in the art. By way of example, snoh data may be stored in a 
-temporary memory, suets as in -the RAM of a given computer 
system or subsystem. In addition, or in the alternative-, such 
data may be stored m longer-term storage devices, for : ; 
•example," magtteucdisks, rewriiabie optical disks, and so or, 
In.'hecaseo: d. .(tr^.ns^pK- '■■ ht ^i:- 'h-\ jr.- .dot 
by way of cxaropie,- Ihc-re »»y. be variations to these 
diagrams or iha -operations- described. herein witbowt depa-rt- 
iv o,t , c 'pi .! (>■ ne n\ iticr K >'st;r.ci", t vrr. ! ■ 
cases, the operations may be/performed ia dtSeriog order,, or 
operations -may be added, deleted or modified. 
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.4is embodiment of the invention may be implemented as 
an article of manafacture- comprising a computer, usable- 
medium having computer readable program code means 
therein for executing she methesd operations of the invention, 
a program, storage device readable by a machine, tangibly 
i' xi^v.t; a ' 1 'j^rciDc v.\, v „ti' hy a 

tna-chirie to perfoftri the -method operations of me invention, 
or a. computer program product. Such -an article ©l 
manafactarei progrn m storage device- or eompater program 
rr"du L t w. -'u'j: , hi.- is r,o- ii.e_tt..d a-, ■ Ti'-Kt-M, v. D-R. 
CD-RW, diskettes, tapes., h»r»i drives, comcuttr system 
m.norv vv . * iV\H i ^>V), ^ O' iW elects ,r-c 
magnetic, optical, bioiogica! or other sisrsiar ssnbodi mem -of 
the program (including, but not Konted to, a car-tier wave 
modulated, or otherwise manipulated, to convey instmctions 
that can be read, demodnlatedVdecoded and exee-uted by a 
Ccstnpu-Xer). Indeed, the article of manufacture, program' 
s c ' w <. e-iftus >r ^ n xl *.t \ i i d 

^nk^al, ">ptisa\ o, tk Ue, to stjr-T u' trjiSsviUii^ 
signals readable by a machxae for coatrolHa§ the op*fation 
of a general or special purpose computer according to the 

f,'l!\'«> »U'i.!> td UK >r]ttlTv01. TWit-nt* 

in accordance with a system, of the inveiniort. 

•An entbodanen! of the inverition rosy also be impte- 
mented in a system. A system- may comprase.a asmputef that 
includes a processor and a memory device arstl opliostsliy, a 
storage device, an output device .such as a video display 
and/or an input, device such- as a keyboard .or computer 
mouse. Moreover, a system may comprise art interconnected 
network of computers. Computers t»ay equally .be in stand- 
alone form (such as the tradkional desktop personal 
enmp tert or inegro.ted into iflot ;ci apparatus (s«»-n as 
celhiiar teiephoae.}. 

The system may.be: specially constructed for xhe- required- 
purposes- to petforai, for example, tfee . method of the inven- 
tion or it may comprise oae or more general purpose 
computers as selectively activated or recocltgared by a. 
computer program ia accordance with the- teac-hings herein 
stored in the computers). The system could also be iawie- 
meeted in whole or in part as a hard-wired circuit or as a 
circuit configuration fabricated into an application-specific 
j'tt^rouJ 1 .icu; '-k i,w nt <r -r"^ w t s r i 
lIir i tin t vt t tr l ivi. tutut 
apparatus. The required stru-cmre for a variety of these 
systems will appear ifom the description given. 

While this snveotion has been described in relation to 
certain embodiments, it wfl! be ijaderstocd by those sldlied 
t u 3 t i t l v' ,n\ 1 'i- .i u ' t ><'»<■ 

principles disclosed herein, rootiiiicjttioiis to -the dwclosed- 
embodimetus and changes in- the details o* coostructKtn, 
arr.i :i;err.'.r: of paos . 'rap-w:j.oa>-, ^i'vcws, Ji:tcu.res 
and materials selection all may be made without departing 
■from the spirit and scope- of the -invention. Changes, includ- 
ing equivalent structures, acts, materials, etc., may be made, 
within the purview of the appended claims, without depart- 
ing from the -scope and spirit, of the invention in its aspects. 
Thus, it should he understood that the above described 
embodiments have been provided by way -of example rataer 
than as a limitation of the invention and that the specification 
and drawmg(s) are, accordingly, to be regarded m as iUus- 
trasive rather than a resirictive sense. As such, the .ktvt^tton 
is not intended to be iisnited to ike embodiments shown 
.above but rather .» to be aeeoide<i the widest scope consis- 
tent with the principles and novel features disclosed in any 
fashion herein. 
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s claim: 

1. A wa-gerifig system comprising: 

a race providing system facilitating wagering on race- 
eveote at race evettt tracks sad .providing information 
regarding she race- events; and 5 

at least one wagering terminal in communis-aticm with -Jins 
face providing .system, the at least one wagering no- 
minal including a race event selector to seleef next race 
events for wagering, ihe race event selector being. 
Configured u» de-serravrie- sad make available for wager- in 
ing tatnre race events in a &tw8. time order at multiple 
face -event tracks for winch die- race providing system 
has supplied race, went information, 

a display to- weseat infomtation regarding the- selected 
race events, 35 

a uiterfa^ to pi sve a wager on an elected race even! 
of the selected race evens displayed, and 

a wagering value mechanism to provide a wager amount 
for She wager on the. elected race, event. 

2, Use -wagetiag system of cktis 1, wherem at least one- 
of the race providing system and ihs. at least one wagering 
ti t.ml tuLJe- a ji'Kk j.ivk r^e ^iiiUstaivt **Jec« ■ 
ncevtrg h t-dioppint, itknr Hon v\' odiK n^n~iM>h\ 
from the race providing system to select one or tome, race 
contestants of sa elected race event for the wages- is acoor-- " ? 
date. Wt'K, v> \ J r V [\ m>-.< 



infor 



a of ci 



by: 

•X C'l lK' , i , '.vkv Alv'lK".! . 3te-< r 

based upon a weighted value of the handicapping 
^nforrnaiiun and the track udds hforautinti as. x sated 
with each .race, contestant; and 
analyzing the quick pick value for each race contestant to 
dcWrriufc a set of race contestants for a .specific wager 
type for the elected race event. 
4 the ^i^rmg ~ive^ .>! :L3tn wk-ei:i d-i. handi- 
capping ■information associated with each race contestant t 
includes: 

race contestant's jockey statistics; 
■be track condition of t&. r;:ce v. vent; and 
'the times between race events for the race contestant. « 
5. -he wagermg system ot claim J, wherein tac odds 
■iofonaation associated with each race- contestant includes a 
difitte between file "normae; h>v" ••tick odds, Ami cu - 
rent -track odds information for the rac-e contestant, 

The' wagering system of claim L wherein the at least 5 
otte-wagerusg- .tofminal is -cosSgured for -providing the wager 
id only a single wager type, 

7. The wagering system of chin; 1, where:n the ,:t least 
one- wagering terasinaS fo.coriRgyred- So facilitate placement 
of the wager in accordance with one of a plurality of ? 
asser-seiecubJe wager types, 

8. The wagering system of claim I, wherein the wagering 
value raeebaaism includes a card receiver for receiving a 
card having laformauoa pertaining to a user account,, sad an 
aeeoant processor connected to the card receiver for debiting- i 
ins user -accorroi with the wager amouut. 

9. A wagering terminal in conimunication with a race- 
pr^v d:n<' s%s£ t! r U.S. iiehuUs ^.ge-'no i'0 even". 

event tracks, cismpririing: ■: 
a- race event selector so select next race events -for 



wagering, t 



rfigared to 



a display to present information regarding the selected 

a user interface to place a wager cm so-selected race events 
displayed; and 

a -wagering, value-mechanism to provide -a wager -amount 
for rise wager un the &Jccr,eti r-tce sve^i 

18. The wagering terminal of claim 9, further comprising 
a quick p ick race contestant^} selector receiving -handicap- 
ping informatson md track odds information- from the race 
providing system to select one or more race contestants of a 
selected race event for the wager m accordance with the 
received handicapping information and track odds informa- 

II. The wagering terminal of claim. 9, further comprising 
*, t ' t 1 ' -# - 1 i v k i. (.>■■ ra'i^ r aw iStut^ 
of selected race events, iiir the waget sciccisti in aeeordavicc 
with handicapping and track otitis information, 

12- The wagering terminal of elaisa 11, wherein the one or 
more race- coatestarats of a selected race event are selected 
by: 

detersattiing a qnick pielt value for each race eontestatJt 
■based u-noa a .weighted value of the- handicapping 
in fom; alios! and the track odds inlbfrnatiors associated 

analvTirta she qohX pick salue lor each race cjat'.^ant <o 
detcraaine a set of race- attestants for a s-pecitic wager 
}yc«- for the elected race event. 

13. ' The wagering terminal of claim 12, wherein the 
handicapping mformatioa associated with each race contes- 
tant includes:. 

race contestant's trainer statistics; 

race contestant's Jockey Statistics; 

the track condition of the race- event; and 

the times between r .!■.:•* events fo; the race cunteMati! . 

14. Tne wagering terminal of claim 12, wherein the track 
odds, iofomsstion associated with ttseh ract contestant 
irichides a diiference between the "morning line" track odds 
and carrent track odds mfcsrxrmtxm for the race contestatit. 

15. The wageiinc t'.-retinai oi clatm 9, wherein th-. 1 vagL r- 
irtg terminal is configured for providitig the wager m only a 
single wager type, 

1«. The wagenng tefminal of claim 9» wherein the wager- 
ing teixninal is cosifignred so facilitate placement of the- 
.wager ia accordaocc with one of a -plurality of nser- 
seieetabk wager types. 

i 7 . riie wagering terminal of cUieii 9, wherein the wa.L\er- 
lag value mechanism incinde-s a card receiver tor- receiving 

^ lis 1 r 1 1 1 ^ ' i 1 i l -e <• t. t 1 t 1 

debititig the- user account with the wager araoast. 

\^ Far v. lv i ig • 'i ,v oi ,K r ^n n < 
interface includes: 

iton^ vurresj >cdinc to r^cc .c^ictan; rr lace event, 
and 

at- least -one of & button or icon by which a user scrolls 
through next and other future race events by starting 
forte, me-activatioH of the at least one of a button or 
icon to scfoii'Catisjag the user interface to pre-se-nt new 
icons corresponding to. the race contestants of the 
scrolled so aeit! and other future, race events. 

I*. Hie wagering ierntina! of claim IS. wh-rein the user 
•interface- further laciudes: 
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•36. The computer program product of eteita 34, whereto 
ihe one or mote race, attestants of art elected race event, are 

determining a quick pick value for each race contestant 
fessesj apon S weighted, value, of the handiesppsag 
information an;; t-ack odds itii'ninianon av*vuied wish 

analyzing the quick pick value for each- race. contestant to 
ckicrrtiint a set of jacc contestants for a speciiic wager 
type tor the ejected race event. 

37. The corjipeter progrsjn prodtiei of claim 36, wheteia 
■be handicapping Hifonnauofi associated with each race 
contestant includes: 

race eoatesiant's trainer statistics; 

r v. v. - r i f s \'\ , -t -.,1 

the srack coadstiQa of the. race event; and 

the Uraes between race evsats for the race contestant. 

38. The eornpisfer progratCi product of elaias 36. whereia 
the- track odds iaformation associated with esett race con- 
testatts includes <s difference between, the '"moraing line" 
i u» » d rd e r < k\«' 5 s fjrtwt * r hi. i«.e 



33. The coiripuier program product of claim 33, wherein 
the computer program product -is coafigatcd for ptovidlag 
the wager in only a single wager type. 

49. Tt-e computer program psx>doc5 ol claim 33, wbertin 
fee computer program product, is cwfigured for providing 
the wager in accordance with -one of a plurality of user- 
seUselabks waspsr tvpes, 

41 lhev: ;«.* ^7u^xxicU.i.c! 4 .-)33.-,M, u 



42. 'Hie computer program product of ■■claim 33, watered 
displaying Morrnasiori regarding the selected race events its. 
a wagering terminal includes. 

displaying ieoas- corrcspoadiag .to race contestants in a 

providing, at least -oncol a button- or icon by which a user 
sort ills ni'ttj ir<! J\ 1 tutti* f o t ,et ■» 
staffing time, the :aoirvaiK>c of the- .at km one of a 
> btrttoa or icon to scroll causing the: display of new icons 
corresponding to t he race contestants ol the scrolled to 
next, sad otter ftstase race events oa which wage rs raay 
be- placed at that limn. 
. 43. The computer program product of cl.mn 42, whereis 
d&pla yiag .mform-atfon regarding the selected race events in 
a wagenag terminal further includes: 
providing at ieast one of a. buRoo or icon by which a asw 
scrolls throti-gh next race events .aileron wee evens 
j tracks, the aetivatioa of the .at least one of a fouUoa. ot 
icon to scroll causiag: the display of new icons corre- 
sponding to the race conleslaats of the next race even! 
by start time at fee scrolled to .race event tracks. 
- 44. The computer program product of claim 42, wherein 
the icons eorrc^ottdmg to race contestants are shaped in the 
fortt! of a horse head. 

45 The computer program product of claim 42, wherein 
•at least some of the icoas corxesposdsmg to the race coofes- 
3 tanis are colored differently to Indicate odtfe istferoatioa 
associated with the race .contesUtat eorrespoadysg to the 
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ABSTRACT 



a machine control interface within a selected .one of She 
es Ttt i) „ ,<.&< i ^'itf > S 3 vsv v utA„ 

t Mi < j tl ! U Kl nt ! 

.bonus token signal at she ■ machine, causes additional lighting 
and sound effects beyond that enabled by the normal opera- 
tion of the game. The bonus token also enables additional 
bonuses within the game that are awarded to st player oi the 
selected machine. As the end of a bonus period, the bonus 
token is returned to the bonus server, processed to introduce 
new parameters, and tbea transmitted to a second one of the 
phiraky of gaming machines. The bonus token is passed in 
this way from machine to machine to enhance the gaining 
experience of She lucky player of the selected gaming 
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NETWORKED GAMING DE\ '« i"* I HA* 
END A BONUS ANIi CONCU *X£M I \ 
SNS'I fATF. ANOTHER BONUS 

RLT . AlTiD APFl. iCATION E) APA 
Eli • p. Lrt •3 l > JlN . ok.fi J d in-, piio'i •. ' n ) S Prtw, 
mi. sal P-!vfji 'vii.^on ;>«:/ W otK-^A'b, : t ;,d 
BONUS TOKEN, 'which wis tiled Apr. '.>;, WW. 

BACKGROUND 01-' TOE INVENTION i 

TTsis- invention relates generally So skctroisic gaming 
machines interconnected by a computer -network and more 
partictilariy to a met hot! arid apparatus for implementing a 
bonus across a garnrag machine network. 

Casinos typically iaehsdc electronic gattuog machines 5 
(EUMs> such as slot machines and video poker machines. 
Slot rroehines, for example, -usually include three, reels thai 
each have a plurality of symbols primed thereon. After the 
player -applies a wager to 'the machine, he or she starts play . 
l>\ r^en'A 'SviuE bat 4 ! 1 e- 'i.'. - - 'i w. L^ru i 
stops at 3 random position arid thereby presents tbiee 
sysnbols — one from e-ach reel Under a normal mode of 
operation, some combinations of- symbols «o not pay any 
jackpot Others, pay - varying amounts according- to predeter- . 
mined combinations -that appear in a pay table- displayed m 
the machine arid stored in the earning machine's program- 
mable read-cm niemory (PROM), 

Mare recently, multiple gaming machine* have been 
linked together inio groups of ra-achittes feat share the same , 
gaming features and bonus pool. A simple example of such 
a system is progressive video poker in -which players can wi»j 
a collective pool of money &om. any one of a plurality of 
gaming machines grouped together-oa the casino Soot. More 
lomplk ex.i.rpL* Mr bonuMMsJ wp;- rasizVd iME'g 
bonus servers n\--f a neiwovk, such as disclosed >n 
< ij-pcndi:i£ .tpphcailou Scr No f -(MS I?. -ill. fikd \pr ;5, 
1997 3nd assigned to the Ass%-!-..'l of the present application 
({fee '411 ..application}, which is incorporated herein by 
reference for all purposes. Alsss ineorporaied herein by 
reference t'«r ail purpi^s it. U.S. Pat. No- :..,fi55,yf)1 , 
assigned to the Assignee of the present application (the '961. 
patent), which also discloses bonuses that can be iraple- 
Weated by bonus servers over a network 

Gaming machine players often harbor a belief in .streaks . 
arsd tend lo play only those games dial fey think are "hoi" 
and ready to.-pay a big jackpot. This is ever, truer with linked 
machine*. If a -prospective' player in a casino passes by a 
bank of gaming machines in which very little is happening, 
the phyer's impression might be ihai tnc nsadiines in the 
basik arc- "coid" and the player -win cossseqsetttly refuse to 
stop and pi-ay them. It bawsver, the- machines give Ow 
impresSio'n that they eouid win -. substantial hwvs awards as 
anv time, tlsetJ the pla-ver wuld be more likely to sit and 

W - . ^k. Kt vkjv , ' , fia> 

rB% gstmog devices, it is desirable lo provide- a tteviue iu 
wfaicti ft bona* event is continuoas across * bank of machines, 
but random with respect to any single .gaming machine. 
SUMMARY 01- HIE INVl-NllON 

» , itai n. mn o K mw t 4 <. "» 1'= 
method tor operating setworlted -ga.raing devices wherein a 
eostiatious bonus event is randomly dtstrtbttied across each 
of ttte gaming machirissi. 

Thc"iaven!)ori con ptises a mi.ihod £t;r awarding bonuses 
tmt * gaming network having a plurality of gamiag 



occur on- a plurality of gaming machines, A bonus token 
signal is mea seat to 6 irrsi seieeted ana of the plurality of 
gaming- machines. A ftontts period is initiated si only that 
first selected, one of Site plurality of gaming -machines, 
responsive to the' bonus- token signal. The ftrst selected 
gaming machine operates in a. bonus mode until -the bonus 
period etpsri.s. The bonus -oken signai is then pa.'incd so a 
second sekued 0:ie of -he plurahty of gaming machines 

j Concurrent with the transition oi: the bonus token signal 
t>.r trst t dirt to tS<- <*«.o i -Sir drt ^ 
period is ended at the .iirat scleaec! one of the plurality of 
gaming machines and -is, st arted at. the second selected one of 
the plurality of gamins* machines The bonus tnketi is passed 

f in tfiis way from machine to machine- to enhance the gaming 
experience of the lucky player of the selected ginning 
machine. 

lli wsttrfc K .mVe ft tr t ^ tt-e fn,tiod t'»)Ui»^ 
pl'sra jty of gairnog raavhines, e*."i ot vnd nuvhutv- nav;ng 
) n normal operatioB mode and a bonus mode. A. bonus serm 
a »«k*u f o tk p t al't\ i g nxs. m n. »)*"(.-. i. v„ t ,tvu>rl 
The- borEUs- server includes selection tneaos for identifying at 
least a selected one of the plurality of gaming machines and 

S a , ' ' ir.ssti" i^n< iv .i a i t sei. n^ 
bonus token signal ua.at least the st'-leete-de-rie- of ihe plnriihty 
of gaming machiaes responsive to the. selection -means. In 
operation, the selected one of the plurality of gaming 
maemrifis switches from the normal operawtBi mode to the. 
J bonus mode respotsssve to receipt: of the tJOnns token signal. 
1'he- above system increases the excitement of playing 
gaming devioWbecatsse, at 'any-one time, there Is always a 
winning machine. Accordingly, the player is more likely to 
conrinui playii-g '.he gaming mtichtnei; because be or she -s 

5 substantially' assured of a bonus if he or she piays king 
enough. Additionally, smce any one of the -.machines is most 
Av « ' !v n "^l;> t 1^ v<. o T, tv va ' k. 
nr p viu' At ' Ll ),s H ab L4.say.it K ^ n« t 

6 The foregoing -and other objects, features arid advantages 
of -the invention will become more readily apparent from the 
fallowing detailed description of a preferred embodiment of 
iiie invention that proceeds with reference to the aecompa- 

^ nving drawings. 

TJREB- DEbCRiP HON OF 1 HE DRAWINGS 

FIG. I is a schematic diagram showing a plurality of 
electronic gaining mscht!: 
network to- a host corapui 



iccordas: 



FH'J. 2 is a schematic-diagram, -of a slot machine and 
associated hardware irnplememed in accordance with the 

HO. 3 W* flow diagram illustrating the operation of the 
wrurc r3jcb. ic of H- ■ 2 d -r.i: t-ic J M-tfui* >m f she 
bonus tevketi across the network of FIG, I in accordance with 

a feature of fee invention. 

EffiTAiUiD DESr-RiPTlON 
T^rcif j no, ,'5^1 td . teo J \ u t 10 a , 
scaeraatic titagram illustrating a plurality of electronic gam- 
r jg r.acl uIls (LGVts), Lke lr^ Vs s 2 14 , -t«. r^it -<<\. H 
aV,ropuier :*orK Indud^d 'here:" ,:rc three ba.^ks. 

ttet.d, t 16 4 S,2l* ,1 IGMs rs i K Si s 
connected, via- .a network conscction, like connection 22, to 
a hsuk controller 24. 



US 63€ 

3 

la 0» present embodiment of tbe invention, each bank 
controller comprises -a processor that facilitates data com- 
munication between the EG Ms tc its associated bask and the 
.other components on the network, The batik controller also 
includes a CD ROM. drive for transmitting -digitized sound 
effects, such as tun sic and the- like, to a speaker 24 respon- 
sive to commands issued over- the 'tjetwork'to-battk-eottttoUcsf 
24. The bank controller is also omnccied to an electronic 
sign 28- thai, displays Morraan'an, suds as jackpot amounts 
and the like, visible to players of machines an bank- 16. Sues 
iSispLsva .:re ^cficsctii.-.; and charged reM.oiis;vc <o commands 
issued over she network to' bank controller 24. Bach of the 
other banks 18, 20 of EGMs inchid* associated bank 
cot-trolicfs, speakers, sod signs 35 shown, which operate in 
substantially the same manse?, 

Ethernet fattb 38 connect each .of the bask controllers 
axocislcd with bank* .16, IH, 20 of EGMs to a enrtceavawr 
32. Another lithe t net huh 34 connects limdar bank control - 
jets (nest shown), eacb associated with .an. additional bank of 
1 < iMs (ai.-*. no; shc.-wu). to c.<»Kvni:ato" 32 The concentra- 
tor functions as a. data control switch to route data from each 
'Of tbe bastes. to a translator 3*. The translator comprises a 
co-npa-ibikty buffer between the concemra-or and s nropri- 
etarv .s-jcouniuj; s>sten: 3S It fevtiow to pLce all !li„- data 
gathered front each of She bank- eontroUers-into a- format 
compa !■■>'., v» th wot j. )C - * -'em 3S \tow 1' i.s, sW- , 
M keeps track of individual player accounts is cooperation 
with card reader 60 (FIG. 2} located at each of the gaming 
machines, in the present -embodiment of tbe invention, 
..ai^i.-orjb^r-isv.saii i H t- i Pent tun .\nMH-- Process 
operating Microsoft . -Windows NT 4.0. 

Another Ethernet hub 39 is connected to a conSguration 
*<-t!.v.ii: l ,r- W, .. pUves t-.^r 42, auo 1 oo-nu serx; .-H, 
Hub 3<1 'xilstat-:, da-5 t->^ to >■ from ^oihUanon 41* 
and servers. 42, 44, 46. 

Tbe conngur.--.1io3 workstation 40 comprises a personal 
computer including a keyboard,- Intel Pentium Processor, 
arid Ethernet card, it is she, primary user interface with tbe 
network. 

"lite player servw 42 comprises a microcomputer that is 
used to control. .messal»es that appear on displays associated 
with each £GM. fttyti server 42 includes an Intel Pentium 
Processor and an Ethernet card. 

Brutus .servers 44, 46 e- : ch comprise a microcomputer 
used to control bonus applications on the network. Bach 
bontts -application comprises & set of rules for awarding 
jackpots in- excess of those established by the pay tables on 
nil 1 '.!' -vUi pi ^ tv tv- * s n \ >> s u <- 
randomly, while -others, may be made to. linked groups of 
EGM-s operating in a progressive- jackpot mode. Examples 
of bonuses that cm be ins-piemen tea on the network- are 
t l^.s,.i pt-'pnij, 'Mi i, O - (t-?M-4_ fV 

Apr. 15. 199? and assigned to the- Assignee of tbe present 
application {the '411 application), wbich is incorporated 
herein -by reference for ail .purposes. This co-pending applt- 

.f. 'AV,' 1 . A-tTO t O..SO l K t 'V k 

like th--! shown in FIG. I , that may be used So implement th* 
present invention. The. '961 -patent also discloses bonuses 
that can be implemented by bonus servers 44,, 46 and a 
network that could be used to implement the present inven- 

As used herein, the term bonus* amount indicates any one 
award rr : . ; de s>> a pljyw on ,1 earning rnaclnsn; resi:f:ir!C -rum 
a jackpot won according to the pay table on one of the EGMs 
and my additional smonat indicated by a supplemental- 
boauhtng wstem. fbc M!i application arid ',^2 paten! 
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incltsk- many examples of bonusmg systems thai can be 
implemented to suppiement the origvnai pay sable jackpot 
award. 

Casinos typically inciude electronic gsrrsisg machines 
(FOMs) sutb as "Jot 1 tat.bnte^ and «ideo v vk<" cu. hme, 
Slot, machines, for example-, usually include- three reels that 
each bave a plurality of symbols printed thereon. After the 
player applies a wager to She machine, he or stK starts play 
by triggering a switch that starts the reels spinning: Each reel 
stops at a random position and thereby presents three 
symbols— one from each reeL Whea Use slot machines- are 
operating under a .normal mode, some cornbinattons of 
symbols do not pay any jackpot. Others pay varying 
amounts according -to predetermined combinations that 

- iS appear ta a pay table displayed on the machine and -stored- m 
t k t ar 3 -t\i..5io 1 i n u 
tP-iOM}. In rht present invtntifin. the ysraisifi !.r:.:cbm-.-.s on 
the network are aiso -programmed to include a bonus mode 
in which additional features arc enabled responsive to com- 

5* ratinications from the bonus. servers as described ist mote 
detail described further below. 

FIG 2 is a higbiy schematic repmstniatioa of an elec- 
tronic slot maehitie-^typieai of each of the machines In the 
'network— ^h-at -incorporates na-twcsii: ..communieatiotjs.bard* 

^ ware as described hereinafter. This hardware- ss described- its 
the '9oi patent, and ts- referred so therein as a data coratnu- 
nicattons node-. Preferably the network communications 
batdware is like that disclosed in the "411 application, 
namely a machine communication interface (MCI) 38. MCI 

30 S© f acilitates communication between the -network, via con- 
nection 22, and microprocessor 52. *h;ch comrois the 
operation of EGM 12. TIks emnrncmication occurs via a 
„!< >o • 54 11 tic ra--:, .>r .c^ t ' V M<"1 ?0 !- 
connected. In a preferred embodiment, MCi 58 includes a 

JS timer S8 and s comparator 82 whose -purpose- will be 
explam-ed more Mly below, 

lui-luded in EGM 1.2 are three -eels, indicated gem-rally at 
48. Each reel includes a plurality of difforem : symbol* 
thereon. Ttte reels spin in resspotsse to a pull on handle 51 ot 

'"' actuation of a spin button 53 after a wager is made. 

MCI 59 inciuefcs a random access memory (SAM,:, which 
cai x >tl it. l?t> -tes^ .fxv" Kroi--> Pft I A<- tici-,- 
tates coinmunieaiifsB beswees the network and a vacuum 
:h>re^.-!. dtspbr. tVJ 0"; 5S, card ic s .ie: ists, i player- 
acinsred pusis button 62, and a speaker 64. 

Machine 12 further incitides a indicator light, such: as bat 
light 84 located atop the machine, for indicating to players 
■which of tbe machine* 'has received a bonus token and is- 

v , „ i it 'f " t uS! ^ t ^O. 1 <, [ 

la- a pr-efcrred embodiment, bat light 84 is comprised -of three 
independent fight pott-ions— t op, middle and hot .torn— each 
t! \s l tv.h n 1 ^at \U*it> im na U » vii a ir a 
bonus mode of a particular type, 

5S Before describing play according to the- invention, 
description will first be made of typical play on a slot 
machine, like EGM 1-2. A player -plays EGM 12 by placing 
a wager and then pulling handle SI of depressing spin bums 
S3. Tbe wager may be placed by inserting a mil into a hiii 

so acceptor .68, A typical slot' machine, like EGM 12, includes 
- com acceptor (.not >hrM'n) that may a&u b>- u-f d by the 
player to make a wager, A credit-meter 70 is a mmme. 
fhsv.av that !nd.c-U> Shv So! J '-tyrahu <>■ Ctedtts jvailabh 
for the player to wager, The credi ts are m the -base deftomt- 

45 nation of the machine. Por example, in a nickel slot machine, 
when a five-dollar bill is inserted into bill accepter 68, a 
cced;! of 108 appears on credit meter 70. "R» place a wager, 
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re pint) depies.-efc a ^oin-m button (not sJsovutt, which 
t s „d r -\ o K V o i .< i - v 

72 L.t-„b iiir:'.. she butiots is dep-essed, a single credit 

be placed on a single play of the machine, in addition, a- 
laaxiftitiKi-bet baitoQ (also got shewn) -nay be 'provided to 
immediately srsnsSer the maximum, number of credits; that 
can be wagered on a single play from toe credit meter 79 to 
ibe co:a-m m«er 72. 

When coin-in meter 72 reflects the .number- of credits that 
the player intends to wager, the player depresses-spift button 
53 the^r>> initiating a gsnie. 

'file player may choose to have any jackpol won applied 
to credit raeier -7<>. When toe pi&yar wishes to casts out, ihe 
player depresses a cash-out buttort 74, which -causes ibe 
credits errrfteter 70 to be paid in coins lo the player at a 

. vP f * > > w - ^avi , mi f ^ • ?b, - i • 1 
of i.oins — in the base deuoirduation of the machine— -thai 
appear on orcdii meter 70. 

Card reader olf read;; a player-tracking cars fi*i that is 
Issued by the casino io: individual players who cheese So 
i e v d, a d v i . < *>b rd] h «.> 1' k.nc v i 1 66 
art known in ihe. art, as, are player-tracking s.ys-iems, 
examples being disclosed in. fee '882- patent find '411 
applfcatioB, Briefly snxmnariarig such a system, a. player 
registers with she casino prior to a.mmcnciiJg gaming. The 
casino issues aunicrue player-tracking card to toe player and 
opetssa corresponding player accoMot or record thai is stored 
in a database of other skyer Seconals stored on accounting 
sy! j«m 38 (in Tlii 11. trior to playing one of the liGSir, in 
r:C 1. the t> ^t. i.isc.'j ,ard tst> u-to i.idcr m) 'iuis. 
pennMtig accounting system 38 io track player activity, 
such -as amounts wagered -and won and rate of play. 

Ib-icduce the player to ass the card, the casino awaafe.io 
eaen player points proportional to ihe money wagered by the 
« j\f m^s.-'xi tath u>.i Sfjis I'.tvKUSfd 
to the amount wagered. The points; are displayed on display 
5S Sn ?'\>t . r c^>>.s . ve^s t 1 . v jyir \i \ Sa 1 c 

his or her card io a' .special desk ia the casino where a casino 
employee scans the* card te-deteamne bow many accrued 
poiats'are in tae player's account. The player may then 
redeem points for selected merchandise, meals is casino 
restaurants, or Ihe like, which each have assigned point 
values. 

According to a preferred method for operating the gaming 
rrtacaiues aver a network, a single selected machine ^(or 
selccted slibset) ont of a group af jnachtass would be is a 
bonus Enode at ar-y givcn'ncte This i- enabled by passing 
whai i; ; rcierred So 'herein as s "twao* ii;kec : ' between 
_,ui> i% ',ki xs ^ ! "'O v ■ !U . , ei' i ]«, 
;he bosus token resides ia aay one oi'the plurality of eligible 
>>anung ni.'C'itae". a rotjus pcnod di.ttng whtcu the 
selected gaming raachine operates- ia an eabanced or bonus 
mode At ibe expiration of that ix»ous period, the bonus 
token is passed back jo the ix>n«s server where it is recon- 
figured as required arid transferred so a ssscoxrf selected 
gaming machine to. start fea cycle acew, 

HO, 3 illnstxates the prdewed method for impkmeating 
the invention over a gamiag network. Play is allowed io 
6ce»r on the plurality of gaming machines, in step 100, &uch 
as on ntachine 12 A bonus server, such as sejvir 44 (i*K5. 
.jv^sj.s "i,i'Sj.m.^ 51 J t^vi <^ paA 
thal'inchides a uniqa* address (sach as an iP address) wbieh 
specifes a target niachitte. Hie unique address is generated 
by selection .rti'ears- within the server which operates accord- 
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ing to methods described with: respect to step I'M explained 
K »\ i ^ J - U see K s,o i v n a t ^ r- 1 3 v t t ix 
detfoTtEiincd .based on any one of the following; sirppte 
laadonii random wish no back«to-bacfe, randonj without 
s replacerrsent, deierni'imssk, or weighted random. Other 
method for determining 'he g-iralng -naehine ID fiuinber cac- 
he envisioned and are not intended to be. limiied to she 
meihocis. fisted above. 
The !oke-i3 wtjuld-also inelode- various parameters relating 
,„ to the bonus session:,' These might include, bus are aot 
* v- hrmted to, she session length (step ,118), a pay .multiplier 
value of other- 'type- of bonus available islets 116), special 
piaver raessaaing tnssnicrions to-be displayed on display 58 
(FIG, 2), etc" Each of these parameters are generated by 
program means operating according to bonus game rules, 
:ti examples of wtieh sce disckssed below. 

Once play begins, the MCI W on each gaming macinrse 
is queried to determine whether a botsus token has foeeu 
received (step 102). In one meshod of operation, there can be 
point -Ks-point coxamumcatte between the torn* server and 
the srdected machirje. Preferably, however, the bonus- token 
is -broadcast to- ail gaming trsschines on the network. The- 
ud 82 1. id i lr. sVKtfO >kk -J - . ^ 
gamine machine II? number embedded wishin the gaming 
machine So mat li:,;ed ia the bonus token a-esag.t packet. 

if the IP r.wiiber of the tjot-us t^U-r- does ri^r caa-ch 'lie 
SD number of il>e gsnung machine, then the MO 5$ sets, or 
rna:ni it;--, she gtm^jg niaehhv .n v^Ttiai «x>de v step l«J4t_iri 
which play is processed aormaily accordirtg to- defauStrules 
.stabKV.'d So: he par:,.„ ^ ^-nuie, cia. » S rdti a 
tiornta! fijode of operation, for iiKian«.-, some cotnbinatian» 

,i Milt ' 1' 'tvHSl.lvJ -U i't XO • , vl" 

Others pay Yaryirtg amoisnSs according to pfedetermirsed 
yrar nri oa«. lat "V-'f «> « f '> s ^ vJ-.r« %vJ1 ot 
s <: t js u i trr t s r n 

cad or iv ro> >\t) vtir» t.jrm>i oIa, - ft t tsep 
106) is de-terra.insd by .comparing the reel eorribtsiation 
resulting &om play wife the pay table. Payouts are then 
ii de ormalrv »st*.p l&Si veoroi S to -K m, spevt 
I c in se p>v >ht_ Tri.jn.-s, 1 n t. ^ v s ^ t ,e 
ap cuvi,^^ VCiSO "d->e.i.n." t tv i>>ms 
token ^iti! heap'teaok t', fiid, n fit vt i xr has 

s' x.i lf> rs int.*'! <>t 'hi "o-ius ,oke. t u Svies "ie IP- 
nu-nivt ; f t. l ie j,-n -i' rrucf «w, sue;, ti e M< " 5$ <tc\v riss 
countdown timer 80 accordirtg lo .the bonus, period length 
•.pecked m -hv 'or us o K v n it ^ v <,,<„o f iC*., -f iiO) ant 
places the machine in a bonus mode .(112) which activates 
vii. 1 3i d JUCto u es ! y ev ■ n.'lc , ' t Ks s-j !-»u n fc us' 
?a lig&i 84 to indicate that the machine, is in bonus mode. The 
gaming machine selected its this fashion is called the 
selected machine. 

A second level query {step 114) is made to determine 
v>Hethf- Ap!'i)er>>adSxSeciedniaJuis <*oaklhs .hgible lo 
JS bonuses pava'ble dstring the bonus; session. Examples of 
eligibility criteria, such as payment of s MAX bet, are listed 
txU > if Ik r ' \<r ...ik 1 ,fv.-. f t., v W 1 
, 'j ues-i >i r n k <n •, veor ' v t «fi 

K ij- (\ m, i >■ ' di . \^ 

4fj 1' \r s rx l U Si' o 1 1, -^ke . , > ^ r 3^t e 
en ibks <e.. r ,ot J ,\> r. )>'!. f.vi . e ^ w s n'> 

jddt'lOEal LilU V.S lid.' bfU'ti^ 1^)1 >ts 

above and beyoad shose jackpot awards which would ..occur, 
during play in noottai rs&de. Examples of such bonuses, 
, -jjvh sp\oM mtttclxrs e >txe ltd K tvt 

Once die bonus has been paid to eligible players, play- 
proceeds its s detenttinasion of whettter she bonus session 
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has expired (step 118), Daring operation In bonus mode, a 
timer (FIG. 2) is -started upon receipt of the bonus token 
at the gaming machine having ihc correct ID number; The 
lengt h 'of time at which the timer is set (e g. 1.0 seconds) is 
either programmed'. in .memory within the gaming machine 
or trari-dcrred as data from the b'mus server to tfai. gaming 
i 'J'u; ^ h,i I*- b >its 'oka ftv U"3(.- lott unih 
dewu io time !"t! at which time -he bonus, period expires and 



the boaus token, s 



. the I- 

& second selected 



step 128 
gaming machine , 

Further details about- ihc methods for carrying ottt a. 
preferred embodiment of the mventiaB arc detailed below: 
Set Borus Mode (step .112) 

Ideally, the bonus period would be accompanied by 
animations, flashing lights, sot mis, etc. on the bonus 
machine ts attract attention-to she bonus- event. This would 
be particularly appealing if relatively small -groups of 
n,K-\itx-. v>ea. ,>arie> atW ,l il rwn»iion Imagine 
carousel- of 1'Q to 20 -games, such as a bank of machines 16 
{FIG. 1), with the bones feature lasting 5 seconds on each 
machine. One amid watch the feature junsp from game to 
,\>r e Vv.ntK ti,»! ^vj , -dso r-J L_eN ih - nldiw 
for a much more -enjoyabk-e-xperiec T ' 
po'nt of view, the concept also has so 
one could advertise that, '-there is ah 
is a winner, if you play long enough 
machine" or "the winning never sto} 
LlieiSk for florists'.' .'step U4) 
Besides no play .on the game, titers 

" a game is eligible 



advantages, i» that, 
.s one machine- that- 
will happen on your 



y number 



d to detent!! 
bonus. Examples are listed belts 

L G-mng «wv,ht e II J tnavfx - I'> istui w ti o oo i-s 

1\ Mayor tracking card 66 (FIG 2) must be inserted is 

: gamiug machine 12. 

3, Maximum coin bet must be played, 

4, Specified- play rata m comWniiB&te. 

5, A particular reel sequence is obtained, 

!> It . a: ,ig <>t t'i, -,<i r cum. >h* it .1 >■ .v •- u u-. ^ v, 
-whether be or .she is a valued pawon of the ca&tno). 
if iir svUte-S /.i ; 'iit!C wuehui* is A.rmed dig'bk, in npl.-v 
proceeds to the next step in which, the bonus is paid to the 
^ \ir sU; 1i6t !1 - mtd^ k o>i»t 1* lie' 
,C( i! 1 ) '«-h'< f <.d i>>, ie\rm - ^f't'i-f'. 1 

sorras period has e xpired (step II*). in either case, however, 
pay table jackpots would be. paid 
propcf reel sequence-. 
Pay 'CM Bonus .{step 116) 

Once eligibility .of the machine 
'can be paid out. The basic premise 
(or subset) out of group of mscfei 



7. Say table changed so a bonus pay table with, more 
frequent and/or higher pays. This can also include 
special pays for "almost'" winners, o.g. " BAR -BAH - 
Blank" m « slot machine or s video poker hand that is 
S one card awav Sam a fovai Sssh. 

Its the preferred embodimerti of the invention, duration, of ' 
Ihe'btnJns session at the selected machine is regulated bv 
V-ikz s boims win time usr.g inner 80 <TIO. 2) Vs'hui 

io timer .80 reaches VI), tbea the' bonus session iB cnded and the 
t<^i>y- t,)iie:i "eTi.ttn i i>- uio :i>^ti:^ servei J^r-Ks tne 
network where is is processed ana reassigned- » discuss-sd 
below with reference to step 120. 
Tlie purpose of the boasss toketi is to ensure that only-one 

is (or -some- other specified subset) of games are- its a bonus 
rtiode. as any one" time, if !he timer method is used, it is 
possible that- a game co«!d get "stack" in a bonus.- session. 
The 'bonus server would then generate another token and 
send it to a machine. This wou'ld psswit in too many bonws- 

20 tokens moving around, the .systeta and interfere with the- 
earefuil-y cstodaied payback percentage "that- the -caattto sets 
for the gaming marines.. 

In an" alternate embodtmem.-of the iaventjoa v the bonus, 
server wotrki wait for the adcsowJedgeme-Bt ixt)m the gaase 

" t I \l NSfv«WNu[<!t 1 v £ 11,* 

beuvuf. token. However, as a pr-scticai matter there: probably- 
would be -some sort of "safety" timer at the bonus server 
which womld be started each time a token is sent, Tnis safety 
time would be set so, for example, two or throe titnes the 
so expected bonus duration. If the token i« mi rctursted front 
th, svl„i< 1 n ! ."^ " 1- ^>^' • hr* h \ r ie 
then fee- bomis server would create » new token. This woukl 
prevent the rriaiftmctior) of a single game from freezing the 



lumber of -different methods, mch as: 

2, A fixed smourtt of tirjse: randomly determined within 
range of possible times stored wiihio the bonus scrv< 

3. Time is iricreajwd or decreased based npoa spin ov 
toiiies ai the- selected gartnng -machine so di*t, f 

v more- you win, the longer the boa' 



csrtfiaiiy given the 



, deiensitied, bony.ses 
that a single machine 
would be selected for 



period. 
4 . The bonus as 

5, Tims is dete 



a effect uot'l the firs; game 



a bonus: The bon; 



amid t; 



liferent Jon-ss, si 



1. Pay -table wins for one or more spins are multiplied by 
s bonss-s multiplier, 

2. \^rg- bonus prizt awatded if :my ont or inni^ spiiis 
within the bonus period yields a specified combination. 

3. Player tracking points for one or more spirts are 
accumulated at some multiplied rate (e.g.. 18x or some 
other multiplier). 

4. A randomly determined pri-ze is instantly awarded. 

5. A free-ior- ail session m wm<A a player's bet is refunded 
on any losing spiu. 

6. A free game -session in .whicrtxnumber of free : spins or 
fcemable crodits thai must lie wagered on ihc 



tined based apoo the- "caliber" of the 
player as kfeetified by the player iraekirig card. For 
exampie, VIP players which have proven their -worth to 
so the casino could get longer bonus periods, 

2l 1 -i,h.m,t<. tiiv hou th' >eig!h cu tK boats ,xr.\ t*. 
determined based upon She number of spins snd not we t ime . 
La this later case, timer m would be replaced or supple- 
mented with. 3 spin counter im shown) adapted to count 
?5 -down from a -pre-established or dynamically determined 
number -of bonus period spins. It is understood that the 
invention is not limited to reel-based games such as slot 
machines. Accordingly, "fxmus spin lime" and "bonus 
period? spins are inieoded to be applied broadly to- reel- 
go based games such as slots as well as non-reel based games 
such as video poker. 

In yet another embodimem, the bonus session cats be 
•otttdome dependent meaning that the bonus session ends or 
continues- based upon play at the base game, in a first 
o "s«.i pie, ^ 1. 'x-ius x < V -Jiuix pl»>-r * ^ vwuii 
specified nnmber of credits during the bonus session. Other 
crisena lot srsdinc the bones session v.ar : be if the player has 
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won. a specified number of rounds du-rxug-the bonus 
or alternately a specified number of losing rounds 
seeutive -losing founds. Finally, the bonus period 
ended if ihe -base game yields some predetermined 
such as a particular combinaioa of symbols on « reel-based 5 
slot game. 

Reassign Bonus Token (Step 120) 

Once- ihe bonus -period expires, the- bonus token is passed 
back to the bonus semr and their reassigned to a second 
selected machine. Several methods eouM be. used, to deter- to 
mine the next -game to receive ike. ■ bonus- token. For example; 

1. Simple R.mdorn — The next selected gaming machine 
could be selected at random from a list of ail eligible 
gaming machines on ike network, including the- cur- 
rently selected gsming machine. Every gaming J5 
machine in the list would have anequal -probability of- 

is ih© total number of gaming machines on the link. 

2. Random, no haek-to-baek-— The next selected gaming 
midline could be selected, at- random from a list- of .ail " 
gaming machines -on the link, -except the previously 
(first randomly) selected gaming machine.- Ibe gatrting 
machine so selected is referred to- herein as- the- -random 
second gaming mactoae; -Hiis- would prevent "back- to- 
back bo&eses"- cs> the same -maebise. Every gaming ~ 
machine eligible for selection would- have an equal 
probability of being selected. The probability woujd.bc 
l/fN~l} ' 

3. Random without replaceraeaJ—The next: selected gam- M 
ing machine would be selected from a. list of gaming 
machines on the link. Once selected, the gansng 
machine would be removed from the list. The list 
would eventually decrement to. zero once- all eligible 
!_!.!!»;•<>•>!'' ! he :mk wen- -^ecied \: thai nme al' games 
would be added back to the list and She process would 
start over. Over the kwg terra, the probability of being 
selected would-be 1,'H. Over a single "cycle", the 
probability of being selected would vary; Usirtg : this 
approach, it would be possible- to guarantee- mat every . 
machine would experience the bonus ewer the course of 

-f Dci<.-ftnmi$.tic— The next sefce-ed gaming machine 

would be selected sequentially from a list of all gaming 
nucrmhfe \a which the seouenee order is predcicr- .: : 



is passed so eligible: sat 
Additionally,, aaivatioss of 
and/or days of the week. 



ccording. tc 

i» pool is 
as tokens o 



EXAMPLE 

TO underhand, the basic premise and to .consider- the 
effects on hold percentage, consider the following simple 
example: of 3. bonus-token game; 
Configuration 

100 participating games 
Ail 1QG games being played (simpk case) 
Games are 92% payback 
Bonus Type 

When the bonus token is passed to a machine, a -bonus 

fhip^ s , t c«n i-ed ic «<, -iv u J v ^0 i' 1 ' ' ^ ,J 
win on the* two spins -is multiplied by 2. 
The approximate effect on payback percentage is -deter- 
mined as- follows. -Neglecting token transfer time, and time 



«th the- to) 
game in progress:, each -game w-Ul>l 
2 spins our .of: approximately 200 s 
being fa-toe bonus mode is: 2/2-00 < 
to the' overall machine payback is: 



■ed to -a machine with a 
sve ihe bones: token for 
lins. The probability of 
- 0.01 The contribution 



1 u. t t f s i issue >r0 s,b 5h by ' \ o\ 
ev.!-;lt is *itf bt'oi.M -afixr it a'3 -;a: -e- ..k ro! b-tng 
played. Si only 2 of the 1.00 machines are being played, then 
obviourfy ihe token cauo»r jum pass back jnd tonb u>^- 
tiniially between the -two- machines w?ih«ut severely aSa©- 
ing the payback percentage. H that happened, she bonus 
payback percentag* in. the above example would .be: 



ai game payback of IS4% which 
> would lose aroaey on 
-005 the casino's perspective Ihsi 
* to get- around ibis: 



nined. 



5. Weighted Random- The tv-Xt selected gaming 
machine -would be selected at random iioin a -list of 
eligible gaming .machines, however, machines would 
n u ta'ic ejual proba^i* tn oi beit.g .-ekctid ta<r>r rbt -: 
list. One possible embodiment of this method would be 
to assign's: weighted number to eacb of the .plurality pi' 
gaming machines on the link and selecting the niachine 
ID- within the bones token based upon a weighted 
probability using die weighted number. This method s; 
can be used to equalize the payback percentage 
x - ^ ie> V f d.tViini t>,pts ol _i.n s ue 

network. This . method would therefore -allow games of 
widely differing base percentage amounts to be com- 
bined' on a bonus token lisik, - ©antes with high base a 
payback, and therefore less available margin -for 
bonuses, could still participate in the link. Such games 
would just enter the: bonus mode: .less frequently a»n. 
games with more available margin for bonust 
An alternate applicatiot! of the bonus, token is to 
boaus pool from the gatsing- machines linked > 
rets^'df ftTer* . pool ihteshoU rs le^chej, thw bet 



:is would give a 
iw that- the cas 
im is undesii-afel-i 

!. An uisctivc garr-i. holds, to-- ioker.---'l h.- botsus v.- re- 
passes the token. If the selected gaming machine is 
Inactive it holds the token for a specified time period 
then passes the token back to the tonus server. The 
inactive game might display the- fact that it has the 
token, but. so bonuses -eould be paid. Someone must be 
,->{ a t - • u,* 1 >2(. {. > ,( r, v . \ ih2 k m '-> r a r 

2 The bonus server holds- the token— 'The bonus- server 
first passes the token. If the- game is inscbve.:is. isanse- 
diately returns the token and uifcrtns t lie bonus server 
ti- ^ ;tuwu f s mc b, ' ,sev^ 
thevi K-lds ihu token tuti' v^i. pie-sp^nii-d enteric 
were met. It then selects she next game and forwards 

inactive- game is -found, the bonus -server can hold the 
i« token until two games ate- played -on any one machine 
on the link- This would ensure that the hones payback 
percentage- remains constant. 
Multiple Bonus Tokens 
It would be possible to have-multiple boons tokens, being 
65 passed around the same link. Token -collisions -{two or store 
tokens seat to the same. machine at the- same time) would 
'ofcens conk! be identical — e;g- canse 
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the same bonus, feature. i» occur—or they eouk? he unique 
•{cause different types of bonuses to occur). 

!.a one embodiment, tokea collisions a>usd cause big 
horin.sej; to be pakt. For example, if there were 3 nnkme 
■tokens being passed- amutjd on 3 106 game link,- the prob- s 
ability of all three landing on a single machine at the same 
time would be 1/1^00,000. One could risen afford to pay a 
bid bonus if this omtrred. 

Reception of each of the tokens si the gaming machines 
can be indicated via {sat light N4 (FR). 2f The hat light as io 
Mi^wn ;n bk>. 2 mchid-.- tines indepeEKternH tight!...! :,ec- 
UObs which correspond to each of lbs three bonus tokens 

Token/Bingo 

In another embodiment of the invention, bonus toads J5 
woUd be -r.iiKiEwi orh it eunei a certain mimbe> o< npi of 
b iih • k„-f.. > t ^oU-^ed - ifiK-edia'tb. 
a barms aside on the machine, tbe occurrence of a bonus, 
token could simply increment « bonus token counter in the 
player database. Tracking of bonus tolens received by a 20 
particular player would be- rnamiasacd within accounting • 
system 38 (FIG. 1) or other database coupled to- the network, 
Tse player would insert his or. her player tracking carei 66 
(FIG, 2) within the -gaming machine when the token -was 
his.nacj.nt V>ii> .IviwUitU-ibepavedtotbc 
[■ccoimimg system 38 indicating tbe token received and -be 
ni.^cf iccount ih.t' replied it Asp! oat bonut weald t-e 
*r > d f« i. 'to. • ^' -e r Atv.t i s {l -jmd r rntvt * 
bonus- tokens. Or, io -tbe case, of multiple unique- tokens, the 
pfever would have to "collect" all of (he unique tokens m k; 

" t' C ' ^ L " ^ W 1 lv <,l , k < x V 

As art added twist, the award amount cat; be a function of 
bo* qui~ki\ tV rb.v : . s ,s aHc to act'n«!il<»tt «■< rco,ursii. 
number of tokenshhe less time used orgs iespkytd to gel 
all the KSkertSv.t&e greater ibfc player's award, » 

One could have unique tokens thai wste only available at 
certain times. For a player to win the bonus be or she- would 
steed to collect tokens from oft'tpeak- times as well as-, peak- 
ti ncs. Alternately, certain tokens, might only be mailable on 
certain machines This has the advantage in thai ths. casino 4' 
could then encourage the player to try new pines, or to play- 
games of higher denomination or hold percentage. 
° ri.M!: deseed »u Ksri<t' te ■<>' k,\ ^ ^ u 
invention ta s preferred crabodimeni thereof, it should be 
-apparent thai She invention can be modified its. asraBgensen; 4: 
",i"j jetat -t .oa-.^'r. sta.sr t^ik- Wcilar* 
aF sn^jit c iioas «nd ^ a-. itK«r Mint ig withn ih. spun md 
-scope of the ihf lowing. claims. 
We: claim; 

1. A method for awdingboauscs ovecai gating network ?' 
havsEig a pluraiity of- gaming machines iatereonaectcd by a 
network, the method, comprising the - steps of; 

allowing play to occur on a pi araiisy of gaming machines; 
sending a bonus token signal to a fevsekaed one of the ^ 

' • f . W ^ >' 'a > n "o <c > 
initiating a bonus period at oosy that first, selected one of 
he p\rahv> >t «apnr & rr ev re poiMM to the 
bonus token signal; 
passing She tonus token signal to a secood selected one of - s 

the plurality -of gaming machines; and 
ending fite bonos period at the Sim selected one of the 
plurality of gaming nsschines and cosjcnrrentiy initiat- 
nig ' W nii>""r<eiiod as the seconi -.clec^d mu oi the 
plurality of gaming fnachitres. « 

2. Tbe method according tw claim I, wherein the step of 
ending ths rxsnus period Includes: 



rd -spia aawnnt, 
plays made on the first selected one 



predetermining s bo 
coufU:fiy a number c 

of the- plurality of gaming machines aft* 

initiating the bonus period; and 
ending the. bonus period after the bonus award spin 
^'t ■» tf>. iit» . 'V. a tf 

counting -step. 

3,. The method according to dans 1, whereja the mp of 
snding- the besnns period indudes; 
predetermining a boans award spin time; 
counting down from the bonus sward -spin time; and 
eliding the bonus period when the bonus award spin time 
equals aero. 

4. The method according la cKm I, further including she 



s e plurality of 
> rne eligibility 



only if the first selected one is eligible, 
cording to claim -4, wherein one of the 
whether or not the machine is currently 



setting eligibility criteria; 
determining if the first selected one o£ 
,->\ ' i u ' ii . m.', ^ '".u d( ->i 

awarding a- bonus 
3. Hie method a. 
eligibility criteria is 
being played, 

6. The method according to claim 4, whe: 
etig;ibilay criteria is whether the first selected one of the 
tiiutahty of gaining machine.-; presents s winning sequence. 

?. The method according to c!ain ; 4, wiser; in one of the 
eligibility criteria is whether a maximum aim is 
-8. The method according to claim 4, where- 
eligibility catena is whether a player tracking 
used during pit 
gaming snacnir 



e of the 



e of the 



wilted ■.: 



of tbe pluraist 



10 The 



ethod sccordiag to claim 4, where»a one ot tne 

criteria is the'-whether a play- rm of the first 

ueihoct according to claim 1, furtheriKciuditJg the- 
^)gi '^i 1 )- > i>1 s t \vt' Ui">n 



lacliines after the- .bonus period- expires. 
H r-,i -j. K\ .\.>ri ;ti . .'rll'^ c 'lv nd n 
second one oi' the gaming machines is not the first selected 
one ■ machine-, 

12. The -method according to claim li further incitiding 
the. step of reassigning the bonus token to each of the 
plurality of machines according to a sequence, wherein the 

£ ! < ^ * , »' U i t 1 t ^ - \ 
once within the sequence. 

13. The method according to claim i further inclndsng lhe 
step sf reassigning -the : bonus token to each of &e plurality 
of machines according t;i a see-uencfi t>rdcr, whtrem the 
scquelnce. ctrtlet js predetermined. 

14- The method according to daun 1 further including the 
steps of: 



ted number 6 



-.acfi of ti 



assiitnioti the bonus token K> arte <sf the plurality oi 

it at u ~h > c a. to it ig io trc *erit.n^d r L\i 
I5 ~7he .method according to elaim I further including the 
steps of: 

sending a second bonus -token to one of she plurality of 



.ni hating a second:- type bonus i 
plurality of gaining machine.** 
bonus token . if: the bonus tok« 
bonus token are- received in t 



e one of the 
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1«. A nseriiod for operating a plurality of gaming 
aiachific'- «ikii,i.ni:i-..k-J ovi; s siWofk, ea^h of liiM pac- 
ing machines opc-rabie under a normal mode aad a taws 
made, ibe method comprising &e steps of: 
identifying a first selected subset of the -plurality of • 

gassing machines; 
opcratisg. said Est selected subset u&cter a first bonus 

ideniifyirsg a- second seieeted. -subset of the plurality of . } 

opctmag said second selected subset under a second 
brums mode.; 

tfctcctiiig a thM subset of machines-tkat are cGmciirrenely 

operating under a first bonus mode and second bonus i 



node; ; 



opera 



aid third subset of machines under a 
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17. A method far awarding bonuses over a gaming aet- 
tk having & plurality of gaming machines interconnected 
a network, the method, comprising the sieps of: 
diowiog pky if) occur on a plurality of gaming machines; 
mliating a bonus .period cm a first selected subset of the 

sj;arrjitsfv machines, 
^siding ibe bonus period for the- first selected subset of the 

gaming fitaehittsss; aad 
initiating a bonus peratd on a seeosd 'selected subset of die 
^ ait,iii r i> ^ « - n e i<h >. v-i if i > 



the bonus period for the firaS -selected s 
"anrsing machines. 
1.£'f1ie method of^ajm I?, further mdiidiEig-ihe 
determining a second selected subset that is differer 
the first sctec-ed subset. 



she 



third 



! x ) Relat ed Proce edings Appe ndix 
None . 



